
 WEST AMWELL TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING  
 March 26, 2014 - 7:00 p.m. 
 
  
CALL TO ORDER AND STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPEN PUBLIC 
MEETINGS ACT 

The regular meeting of the West Amwell Township Committee was called to order at 7:01 p.m. 
by Deputy Mayor George Fisher.  Present were Deputy Mayor George A. Fisher, 
Committeeman John Dale, Clerk Lora Olsen and Attorney Philip J. Faherty III.  Mayor Zachary 
T. Rich arrived at 8:00 p.m.  Also in attendance were Liz Usmiani, Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Rygg, Hal 
Shute, Joe Petrucci, John Cronce, Cathy Urbanski, Peter Buchsbaum (7:32), and Bill Corboy 
(8:12) 
 
Deputy Mayor Fisher announced that this meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the 
Open Public Meetings Act.  Notice of this meeting was included in the Resolution faxed to the 
Hunterdon County Democrat and Trenton Times on January 6, 2014, was posted on the bulletin 
board in the Municipal Building on said date and has remained continuously posted as required 
under the Statute.  A copy of this notice is and has been available to the public and is on file in 
the office of the Municipal Clerk. 
 
The meeting was recorded via digital recording system.    
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE AMERICAN FLAG  
Mr. Fisher led the assembled group in the pledge to the nation’s flag. 
 
AGENDA REVIEW BY TOWNSHIP CLERK 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The following announcements were made:   

• 2014 Dog Licenses Overdue, Late Fees Apply 
• Fire Company Auxiliary Roast Beef Dinner – April 12th, Firehouse 
• Municipal Offices Closed – April 18th, Good Friday 
• Primary Petitions Due for Township & County Committee – March 31st, 4 p.m. 
• Deadline to Change Party Affiliation for June Primary – April 9th  

 • Hazardous Waste Days – July 12th, & November 8th; Electronics Recycling, 
April 12th, all 9 a.m.-1p.m., County Complex, Rt 12 

 • Please Come to the Table if You Wish to Address the Committee 
• Kindly Turn Cell Phones Off During Meeting 

 
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES 
The following Regular and Special meeting minutes were unanimously approved on motion from 
Dale, seconded by Fisher.     
 

March 10, 2014 Regular 
 March 17, 2014 Special 
 March 22, 2014 Special/Budget Workshop 
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC/TOPIC NOT ON THE AGENDA 
Cathy Urbanski reported that Fish and Wildlife loved the Township’s signs.  She also relayed 
that the creek will be stocked for fishing season. 
 
SPECIAL PRESENTATION(S) 
Gerald Rygg, a resident and member of the Homeowners Association of the Hills at Hunterdon 
development, presented several items of concern including: 1) the responsibility of the 
Township, according to the 2003 jurisdiction agreement, to maintain the roads, curbing, rails, 
fencing, and mowing in the area of the culvert.  The mowing has been done through the 
homeowners association with the contractor originally hired by Orleans.  Although the area is 
steep, the request is that the Township assume responsibility for the needed mowing.  The 
scope of same can be ascertained and then reviewed with the DPW supervisor; 2) the fencing 
that crosses the creek has posts that are leaning due to frost heave; 3) cracks are developing in 
the asphalt of ½ inch or better and that filling these now will preclude pot holes later; and 4) 
during plowing operations, several Belgium blocks were damaged and need to be replaced.  Mr. 
Rygg hastened to say that the road crew did a very good job with snow removal.  He was 
advised that the Township will fulfill its obligations for the mowing and that the other items will 
be looked at and/or placed on the list.   
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INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE AND/OR PUBLIC HEARING   
Public Hearing:  Ordinance 3, 2014    CALENDAR YEAR 2014 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED  
THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISHED A CAP BANK  
(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)  
   
Proof of publication in the March 6, 2014 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat was 
presented.  The ordinance has been posted and available to the public since its introduction at 
the February 26, 2014 Township Committee meeting   Mr. Fisher read the Ordinance by title 
and opened the public hearing.  Hearing no comments, the public hearing was unanimously 
closed.  
 
The Ordinance was unanimously approved on motion by Dale, seconded by Fisher.  
    
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Open Space 
      - ROSI:  John Cronce credited Cathy Urbanski for doing the work on this, noting that the 
document now includes the Wooden property as well as a couple properties on Route 31 near 
Quick Check the were missed in the past.  Hal Shute commented that there are 800 acres in the 
ROSI that have been preserved with Green Acres funding and with which the Township has an 
interest.  The document has been reviewed and approved by the Planning Board.  Authorization 
for the mayor’s signature was unanimously approved on motion by Fisher, seconded by Dale. 
   
      - Toll South – quote/proposal for appraisal update:  Mr. Cronce advised that questions have  
been raised by the SADC concerning the auction and that getting an appraisal would be helpful.   
Mr. Shute relayed that Dan Knox of the SADC thought this to be a great idea and one that 
would satisfy the bureaucrats.  The cost of the appraisal would be $2400 of which half can be 
recouped as a soft cost.  The biggest hurdle is one of time in that the SADC would need the 
appraisal 3 weeks prior to their April meeting.  Mr. Shute suggested that Mr. Rodriguez and Mr. 
Knox talk directly in the hope that the issue isn’t postponed another month.  Attorney Faherty 
offered that there may be other problems in the offing in that the attorney for Mr. Walters has 
requested that his client be given an extra 10 days in which to sign the contract.  The contract is 
due to be signed by March 31st, no extension, as the SADC will not act without a signed 
contract.  Mr. Cronce noted concern over this possible turn of events as Mr. Walters seemed 
ready to move forward the day of the auction. The fact that the bid for the project stated that the 
property was being sold “as is” was most clear.   

 
RESOLUTION #54-2014 

WHEREAS, an appraisal report to provide current market value is desired for Block 8 
Lots 20 & 36; and 
 
WHEREAS, a quote in the amount of $2400.00 for said work has been received from 
Tom Rodriguez Associates; and 
 
WHEREAS, the requested report is to conform and be in accordance with SADC 
appraisal guidelines and USPAP regulations; and 
 
WHEREAS, the completed report is to be completed within 30 days of engagement; and 
 
WHEREAS, the cost of the appraisal work is under the quote threshold 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the West Amwell Township Committee that a 
current market value appraisal report be obtained from Tom Rodriguez Associates not 
to exceed $2400.00. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this expense be charged to Open Space preliminary 
expenses  
 
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Dale, seconded by Fisher.  
 
      - Toll North & Possible Resolution of Final Approval:  Mr. Cronce relayed that Toll is moving 
forward and has accepted the appraisal to preserve.  The purchase involves only the 
development rights.  According to the Certification Report, the payout will be $8900/acre for this 
205 acre farm.  The total will run approximately $365,000.  This has been a long time project  
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and everyone involved has worked very hard to make it happen, with Mr. Shute adding that Toll 
had an idea of the development potential of the property.  This will be a great addition to the 
Township’s preserved lands.  Mr. Cronce continued that this piece also touches Lambert and 
Ziegenfuss, another property under consideration by the County.  Together, these properties 
make up a big block of land.  A resolution granting final approval for the project is required by 
the CADB and SADC. 

 
RESOLUTION #55-2014 

RESOLUTION OF WEST AMWELL TOWNSHIP, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON AND STATE 
OF NEW JERSEY GRANTING FINAL APPROVAL OF COST SHARE FOR AMWELL CHASE 

FARM, BLOCK 5, LOTS 24 & 24.01 
 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey State Agriculture Development Committee (SADC) 
certified the Fair Market Value (FMV) of $8,900.00 per acre for a development easement on 
property known as Block 5, Lots 24 & 24.01 on the official Tax Map of West Amwell Township, 
consisting of approximately 205 acres (with a 4 acre non-severable exception area), known as 
the "Amwell Chase Farm" which farm is contained in Hunterdon County's 2010 Round Planning 
Incentive Grant list of farms and for which the owners made an individual application to the 
Hunterdon County Planning Incentive Grant Program; and 
 

WHEREAS, the SADC approved the allocation of $8,900 per acre to be appropriated 
from the Garden State Preservation Trust, Farmland Preservation Fund, for Hunterdon County's 
Planning Incentive Grant application, conditioned upon Garden State Preservation Trust, 
Legislative and gubernatorial appropriation with a cost-share of 60%, from the SADC, 20% from 
the County and 20% from the Township of West Amwell; and 
 

WHEREAS, based on the individual owners’ application and its acceptance into the 
Hunterdon County Planning Incentive Grant Program, the County of Hunterdon will provide a 
cost share for the purchase of the development easement, holding title to the development 
easement and provided West Amwell Township agrees to provide its proportionate share of 
funding toward the purchase. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township 
of West Amwell, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey: 

 
1. Grants and commits its final approval to fund the purchase of the development 

easement by the County of Hunterdon on the Amwell Chase Farm Bl. 5, Lots 
24 & 24.01 based on the cost share set forth by the SADC in the amount of 
20% (estimated contribution to be $364,900.00). 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Municipal Clerk is directed to forward certified 

copies of this Resolution to the Hunterdon County Agricultural Development Board and the New 

Jersey State Agriculture Development Committee as requested and required. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall take effect immediately.  

 
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Dale, seconded by Fisher.  
 
      - Project Status Updates:  The property next to Hewitt Park will be discussed later in the  
evening.  Mr. Cronce expressed appreciation to the Township Committee for their support. 
 
Environmental 
Mrs. Urbanski reported on her conversation with Mr. Rygg about a possible rain garden for the 
steep slope area in lieu of mowing operations.  These are no maintenance and there is grant 
money available, so there would be no cost to the Township.  Mr. Rygg was interested and will 
speak with the Association.      
      - Authorization to Post January 9, 2014 Minutes to Website:  Approved  
      - Discussion on Possible Quarry and Mining Ordinance:  This was noted as a concern of the 
mayor’s due to the situation in Lebanon and Glen Gardner where there’s a move to utilize 
preserved property and the possibility of something similar happening here should someone 
start a quarry.  She has a copy of Hopewell and Delaware Township ordinances and will forward 
same to the Planning Board.  Right now the previously mentioned municipalities have no 
ordinance in place and the company could walk away and leave things as is.  Mr. Shute 
commented that the Planning Board is reviewing the matrix and questioned if this might be 
something that could prohibited in all zones. Mr. Buchsbaum offered that this is something that 
could be done.    
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Agricultural Advisory 
     - Authorization to Post February 6, 2014 Minutes to Website:  Approved 
      - Letter of Support for Lambert Preservation Project:  The correspondence was noted as  
received.   
 
Finance 
      - Authorization to Post February Minutes to Website:  Approved 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Possible Appointments – None 
 
Updates - 1) Mr. Fisher relayed that he met with an electrical engineer from Maser about the 
fire/police building generator .  A 150 KvA generator was recommended in order to run all 
systems simultaneously.  The following were held over and addressed once Mr. Rich arrived 
later in the evening.  2)  Mr. Rich relayed that the office assistant in the Building Department is 
to work Saturdays strictly on backlogged permits; there’s a system in place to get things caught 
up; and, inroads are being made.  3)  Various scenarios have been pursued for the property at 
83 Belvidere.  The County and the Township engineer have been consulted about what has to 
be/can be done and interest in purchasing the property has been expressed by a couple of 
people.  However, to do all that would be required would involve expenditure of funds by the 
Township.  Attorney Faherty advised that if the lots were combined, it would be better sale.  He 
also relayed that the Township cannot accept outside offers as the property would have to be 
bid upon.  As Township is not in the real estate business, the consensus was to proceed with a 
sale “as is,” with conditions that the structure has to be torn down and that it is an undersized 
lot.  4)  Mr. Rich will have more at the next meeting concerning the SHR Turf Field.   
 
Mrs. Olsen advised that Henry Kent-Smith will attend the April 14th meeting for a presentation 
on the sign ordinance/Quick Check.  Mr. Cronce commented that he is not in favor of an LED 
sign and the “Las Vegas” blinking lights, especially as Quick Check is positioned near a traffic 
light.  He urged that the Committee stick with the Planning Board on this and keep the Township 
rural.   
  
Consideration of Resolution on Highlands Water Tax – Discussion ensued as to whether or 
not it would be wise to adopt the resolution, although there is general support for the idea.  Mr. 
Cronce expressed concern that something like this might lead to the State taxing well 
owners…something that has been proposed before.  There was agreement that there is 
currently nothing for West Amwell in this.  Item held indefinitely.   

 
Continued Discussion re: Possible Acquisition of Block 28 Lot 35 – Liz Usmiani came  
forward and was advised that Mr. Shute, Mr. Cronce, Mr. Malek and Mr. Fisher walked the 
property and found the boundaries. Mr. Fisher relayed that the Parks & Rec committee needs to 
be heard from as to what their use for this property might be.  Joe Petrucci, chair of Parks & Rec 
relayed that the lot would be nice to have in order to expand parking but there’s not much use of 
it otherwise.  The price is high for just a parking lot.  Mr. Fisher expressed concern over parking 
in the street during events and liability issues due to no shoulder and the ditch.  The added 
parking would be good but the opportunity would only make sense if the price were right.  Mr. 
Petrucci explained that this type of parking only occurs when there are overlapping sporting 
events at the park.  He would love the extra space but practically speaking, it’s hard enough to 
maintain the current area and this would require grading and stone.  Mr. Shute suggested that 
only what was cleared would have to be maintained and the rest left as a buffer.  Mr. 
Buchsbaum relayed that even in 1976/77 the discussion was about price and that it’s a marginal 
property.  A brief discussion ensued over possible open space funding or the use of Green 
Acres money, with Mr. Shute noting that the county would not be interested in a split with open 
space.  An appraisal would be needed and the difference between that number and any 
negotiated price could be a donation. If this came in at half or less of appraised value, the Green 
Acres grant money could be used.  Ms. Usmiani questioned what could be done as the price 
has been lowed to $55,000, which she considered fair, and they can’t get a mortgage since 
there is no structure on the property and there’s no money for a septic or a house anyway.  A 
100% charitable write off would be a stretch.  Attorney Faherty suggested that an appraisal be 
sought if there is any interest at all in the property and then proceed to negotiate a price.  Ms. 
Usmiani advised that there have been no perc tests done and that there is no well on the 
property.  Mr. Shute relayed that there is no expectation that Ms. Usmiani give the property to 
the Township, but that there could be some combination of price and tax benefit derived.  
Discussion continued about whether to move forward with an appraisal; where those numbers 
might fall; the difficulty with appraising this type of property due to finding comps; whether or not  
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it is an actual building lot; and, without percs, how value would be set.  Mr. Shute added that the 
Township has never purchased a building lot and has not paid over $10,000 per acre with 
development rights.  Ms. Usmiani indicated that she understood the problem and is just asking 
for information about what might be feasible. Mr. Buchsbaum suggested negotiating a lease 
agreement for “x” number of years as a way for Ms. Usmiani to get a few dollars from the 
property as another option.  The discussion will continue at the April 23rd meeting. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Resolutions for Consideration 
      - Award of Quote for Hewitt Fence:  Dale motioned to reject all quotes due to lack of proper 
paperwork, and Fisher seconded.  A new request for quote will be sent out.  The quote for 
infield mix in the amount of $1,050.00 was approved. 
 
       - Authorizing Agreement with TriEagle Energy LP- SHREC:  Although the rates came in 
higher than last time, they are still below market, and street lights are included this time. 

 

RESOLUTION #56-2014 
A Resolution to Accept the Agreement with TriEagle Energy, LP 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Lambertville, Township of West Amwell, Lambertville Municipal Utilities 
Authority, Lambertville Public School, and the South Hunterdon Regional High School are 
members of the South Hunterdon Renewable Energy Cooperative; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Lambertville is designated as the lead agency for the South Hunterdon 
Renewable Energy Cooperative; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Lambertville, the Township of West Amwell and the Lambertville 
Municipal Utilities Authority adopted resolutions authorizing the participation in an online auction 
for procurement of electrical services and utilized the services of T and M Associates; and  
 
WHEREAS, the auction was held on March 19, 2014 for a twenty-four month agreement; and 
 
WHEREAS, the best bid for fixed price electricity at $.08719/kWh and for street lighting at 
$.0595/kWh was received from TriEagle Energy, LP; and  
 
WHEREAS, T and M Associates, the consultant for the SHREC, advised it was best for each 
entity to enter into the 24-Month Fixed Bid Price at a rate of $0.08719/kWh and $.0595/kWh, as 
above, with a termination date of May of 2016. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of West Amwell Township, that 
the Mayor and/or City Clerk of the City of Lambertville are hereby authorized to sign the 24-
Month Agreement prepared by T and M Associates, for the procurement of electricity with 
TriEagle Energy. LP.  
 
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Rich, seconded by Fisher.  
 
     - Authorizing Agreement for East Amwell Traffic Enforcement Services:  Mayor Rich 
overviewed the details of this agreement, which include $15,000/year, prorated for an April 1st 
start date; and a 4 hour per week patrol in certain districts in East Amwell.  Ticket money will go 
to the East Amwell Court but there’s a 20% profit margin for West Amwell in the total deal.   

 

RESOLUTION #57-2014 
Authorizing a Shared Services Agreement for Traffic Enforcement Services 

 
WHEREAS, the municipality of West Amwell Township has proposed to share traffic 
enforcement services with the municipality of East Amwell; and,   
 
WHEREAS, shared services are authorized by N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1, et seq; and, 
 
WHEREAS, East Amwell has reviewed the Shared Services Agreement as proposed by West 
Amwell Township 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of West 
Amwell, County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey, that the Mayor and Clerk are authorized  
 



March 26, 2014 Minutes 
Page 6 
 
to sign the Shared Services Agreement for Traffic Enforcement Services as presented under the 
terms and conditions agreed to by the signatories.   
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the terms of the Shared Services Agreement shall be for the 
duration of 2014, beginning April 1st   
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution and the executed Shared Services 
Agreement be forwarded to the Department of Community Affairs. 
 
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Fisher, seconded by Dale.  
 
      - Online Auction (a/c units):  There are three stand-alone units currently housed in the 
basement.  Adding these to the items to be sold was suggested. 

 
RESOLUTION #58-2014 

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST AMWELL 
AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF SURPLUS PERSONAL PROPERTY NO LONGER NEEDED 
FOR PUBLIC USE ON AN ONLINE AUCTION WEBSITE 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township of West Amwell has determined that the property described 
and incorporated herein is no longer needed for public use; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Unit Technology Pilot Program and Study Act (P.L. 2001, c. 30) 
authorizes the sale of surplus personal property no longer needed for public use through the 
use of an online auction service; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township of West Amwell intends to utilize the online auction services 
of the Public Group-Public Surplus located at www.publicsurplus.com; and 
  
 WHEREAS, the sales are being conducted pursuant to the Division of Local Government 
Services’ Local Finance Notice 2008-9, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township of West Amwell would like to auction the following items: 
 
  •   (1) Commercial Cool by Haier 12,000 BTU Cool Only Portable Air Conditioner 
  •   (2)  American Comfort Worldwide 8,000 BTU Portable Air Conditioners with 

    Remote Control 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 
West Amwell in the County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, that the Township is hereby 
authorized to sell the surplus personal property as indicated on Schedule A on an online auction 
website entitled www.publicsurplus.com; and be it further 
 
 RESOLVED, that the terms and conditions of the agreement entered into between the  
Public Group-Public Surplus and the Township of West Amwell are available at 
www.publicsurplus.com and in the Township Clerk’s office; and be it further 
 
 RESOLVED, that a certified copy of the within Resolution be forwarded by the Township 
Clerk to the Department of Community Affairs, Director of the Division of Local Government 
Services.   
 
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Fisher, seconded by Rich.  
 
Authorizing Construction Office Computer Replacement –  
 

RESOLUTION #59-2014 
WHEREAS, the oldest computer in the Construction Office will soon be obsolete due to 
upcoming non-support of the XP operating system; and,   
 
WHEREAS, a quote was received from JWS for a desk top replacement unit, in the amount of 
$629.00, excluding software and set up costs 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of West Amwell Township that the 
quote for a desktop computer and associated costs from JWS be approved 
 

http://www.publicsurplus.com/
http://www.publicsurplus.com/
http://www.publicsurplus.com/
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The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Fisher, seconded by Dale.  
 
The quote did not include a monitor, so this will be added.  The existing monitor will replace the 
small screen currently used by the Tax Collector. 
 
DCA & ACO Shared Service Agreement - Held 
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
Former mayor and committeeman Bill Corboy came forward to express support for bringing 
employee salaries up to where they would have been if the 7% cut had not been imposed when 
he was mayor, noting that the Police Department had increases to a much greater degree.  He 
would appreciate the Committee’s consideration to making the employees ‘whole’ in this regard.  
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
Treasurer –    
Presentation of Bills for Approval:  Mr. Fisher questioned several bills on the list, including some 
for DPW and was advised accordingly.  He also took a moment to state that Randy and the 
guys do a great job and that the roads are always clean. 
 

RESOLUTION #60-2014 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of West Amwell that the 
vouchers listed on the Bill List, in the amount of $1,550,657.53, dated March 26, 2014, as 
presented by the Township Treasurer/Chief Financial Officer, be paid from existing 
appropriations. 

 
Fisher motioned to approve the evening’s bills for payment, seconded by Dale, and carried 
unanimously.   
 
Tax Collector – The monthly report for February 2014 was received showing receipts in the 
amount of $1,926,066.38.   
     
Construction – The Permit Fee Log details  (12), Tax Assessor Report-Permits (12), Monthly 
Activity Report-Permits, Payment Audit Report (18-$3780.00), Payment Summary Report, Tax 
Assessor Report-Certificates (11), Monthly Activity Report-Certificates (11), Certificate Log 
Summary were received for PermitsNJ.  
 
Police – The February 2014 Monthly Report showing 742 incidents, 120 summonses and 2 
warnings was received.   
 
Website Review - Held 
 
The reports were unanimously accepted as filed.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
The correspondence as listed on the Agenda was ordered filed. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. Dale commented on the various Orleans items, noting especially the mowing situation, and 
that the rain garden was a good idea.  
 
Mr. Petrucci came forward to alert the Committee that a steel door is needed at Hewitt Park.  
He’ll obtain a price and forward it.  A security camera tied to the police department is also under 
consideration. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was unanimously adjourned at 8:38 p.m. on 
motion from Fisher. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       _________________________ 
       Lora Olsen, RMC 
       Township Clerk 
  
APPROVED:  April 14, 2014 


