
 SPECIAL WEST AMWELL TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING 
 March 26, 2014 – 6:30 p.m. 
 
 
The West Amwell Township Committee met on the above date and the meeting called to order 
at 6:37 p.m. by Deputy Mayor George Fisher.  Present: Deputy Mayor Fisher and 
Committeeman Dale, CFO Carro and Clerk Olsen.  Absent:  Mayor Zach Rich. 
 
In compliance with the Public Meetings Act, Deputy Mayor Fisher announced that this Special 
Meeting was called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act with notices 
faxed to the Hunterdon County Democrat and the Trenton Times on March 22, 2014.  A copy of 
this notice is and has been available to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal 
Clerk.  
 
The meeting was recorded via digital recording system.    
 
BUDGET WORKSHOP: 

New budget worksheets reflecting discussions from the previous workshop and subsequent 
adjustments to revenues were distributed. The revised appropriations were reviewed with Mr. 
Carro noting that provision was made for a 2% increase overall.  Items specifically noted were: 

- Court S&W:  Line to drop back to reflect at 2% increase 
- Legal Services:  Item includes payments to the Township Attorney as well as provision 

for lawsuit defense, if needed.  No change. 
- Engineering:  Reduction of the proposed $15,000 line item discussed but noted that 

more use of these services will be made this year.  No change  
- Buildings & Grounds:  The growing list of repairs and maintenance items—hot water 

heater, police a/c (demolished recently by falling roof ice), septic pump outs, required 
water testing (municipal building and Hewitt Par), etc.,—was shared.  No change to the 
line.   

- Police S&W:  Line reduced by $22,000  
- Board of Health:  Slight increase to mirror expenditures in 2013. 
- ACO:  This expense is outside the cap 
- Construction:  Increased S&W due to additional hours for office assistant 
- Capital Improvement Fund:  An additional $50,000 added 

 
On the revenue side, additional funds were appropriated from Court, Fees and Permits, and 
Construction Fees, with an additional $12,000 from the Open Space Trust Fund for debt 
service.   A balance sheet for the latter was distributed showing the solvency of the account.  In 
addition, Mr. Carro relayed that there are a couple of ordinances that can be cancelled which 
will return funds to the OS Trust.  Revenues from the Garden State Trust Fund in the amount of 
$36,752 were also added to the revenue side.   
 
The bottom line chart for the 2014 budget shows a municipal tax rate of .255, or approximately 
$8.00 on the average $400,000 home…a relatively flat budget. 
 
The proposed cash capital ordinance was approved for introduction on April 14th.  As for the 
proposed bond ordinance, projects will need to be determined and prioritized.  A listing of the 5 
worse roads is pending.     
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 
There was no public in attendance. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
There being no further business, the meeting was unanimously adjourned at 6:59 p.m. on 
motion by Dale.   
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
        __________________________ 
        Lora L. Olsen, RMC 
        Township Clerk 
 
 
 
APPROVED: April 14, 2014  
    


