
 WEST AMWELL TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING  
 November 10, 2014 - 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
  
CALL TO ORDER AND STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPEN PUBLIC 
MEETINGS ACT 
The regular meeting of the West Amwell Township Committee was called to order at 7:34 p.m.  
Present were Mayor George A. Fisher, Deputy Mayor Zachary T. Rich, Committeeman John 
Dale, and Clerk Lora Olsen.  Also in attendance were Dave Beaumont, Harry Heller and Nate 
Barson. 
 
Mayor Fisher announced that this meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open 
Public Meetings Act.  Notice of this meeting was included in the Resolution faxed to the 
Hunterdon County Democrat and Trenton Times on January 6, 2014, was posted on the bulletin 
board in the Municipal Building on said date and has remained continuously posted as required 
under the Statute.  A copy of this notice is and has been available to the public and is on file in 
the office of the Municipal Clerk. 
 
The meeting was recorded via digital recording system.    
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE AMERICAN FLAG  
Mayor Fisher led those in attendance in the pledge to the nation’s flag. 
 
AGENDA REVIEW BY TOWNSHIP CLERK 
The following items were added:  11. New Business:  OEM Resolution; 300th Request for 
December 7th Event.  7.A. Princeton Hydro presentation was deleted.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Municipal Offices Closed November 11th for Veterans Day 
• Municipal Offices Closed November 27th & 28th for Thanksgiving 

 • Please Come to the Table if You Wish to Address the Committee 
• Kindly Turn Cell Phones Off During Meeting 

 
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES 
The October 22, 2014 Regular meeting minutes were unanimously approved on motion from 
Rich, seconded by Fisher.      
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC/TOPIC NOT ON THE AGENDA 
No one came forward. 
 
SPECIAL PRESENTATION(S) - none 
 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE AND/OR PUBLIC HEARING - none   
       
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Open Space         
      - Authorization to Post September 9, 2014 Minutes to Website:  Approved 
      - Application for Use of 2012 Grant Towards Usmiani Project:  Mr. Shute and Mr. Cronce 
were unable to make this evening’s meeting but provided the following items for Committee 
action. 
 

Resolution #162-2014 
WHEREAS,  The Hunterdon County Board of Chosen Freeholders has approved an Open 
Space Trust Fund and established a Municipal Grants Program to provide County Funds in 
connection with preserving open space, natural areas, farmland and historic sites; to acquire, 
develop, improve and maintain county and municipal lands for recreation and  conservation 
purposes; and preservation of historic structures, properties, facilities, sites, areas, or objects; or 
for the payment of debt service or indebtedness issued or incurred by the municipality for any of 
the purposes described above; and  
 
WHEREAS, West Amwell Township desires to further the public interest by obtaining funding in 
the amount of $16,486.71 from the County of Hunterdon to fund the following project:   
  Usmiani Property 
 
at a cost of $16,486.71; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, the governing body resolves that Judy O’Brien is hereby authorized to: 

(a)  make an application for such County Open Space Trust Funds  
(b) provide additional application information and furnish such documents as may be 

required, and 
(c) act as the authorized correspondent of the above named Municipality; and 

 
WHEREAS, the County of Hunterdon shall determine if the application is complete and in 
conformance with the scope and intent of the Hunterdon County Open Space, Farmland and 
Historic Preservation Trust Fund Plan, applicable Freeholder Board Policies and the Procedures 
Manual for the Municipal Grant Program adopted thereto, and notify the Municipality of the 
amount of the funding award; and   
 
WHEREAS, the Municipality is willing to use the County funds in accordance with such adopted 
Policies and Procedures, and applicable state and local government rules, regulations and 
statutes; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the governing body of West Amwell 
Township 

1. That the Mayor, George A. Fisher, of the above named Municipality is hereby authorized 
to execute any documents and agreements with the County of Hunterdon known as 
Usmiani Property;  

2. That the Municipality has its share of funds, if required, in the amount of $16,486.71 
3. That, in the event the County of Hunterdon’s funds are less than the total project cost 

specified above, the applicant has the balance of funding necessary to complete the 
project; 

4. That the applicant agrees to comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws, 
rules, and regulations in its performance of the project; and 

5. That this resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Dale, seconded by Rich. 

 
      - Lambert Appraisal Award:  

RESOLUTION #163-2014 
WHEREAS quotes have been received for the preparation of appraisals in accordance with 
SADC standards for the purchase of an Agricultural Easement on Block 3 Lot 16 Little/Lambert 
farm as follows: 
       
 Richard J. Carabelli (Martin Appraisal Associates)  $2,500.00 
 R. Michael Schaible (Vanguard Appraisal Services)  $1,750.00 
 Tom Rodriguez (Tom Rodriguez Associates)  $2,100.00 
 
WHEREAS two appraisals are required for this project; and 
 
WHEREAS R. Michael Schaible and Tom Rodrigues have submitted low quotes for the 
requested work; and  
 
WHEREAS the CFO has certified that funds are available in the Reserve for Preliminary 
Expenses for this expenditure. 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the West Amwell Township Committee that the quotes for 
appraisal work on Block 3 Lot 16 Little/Lambert be awarded to R. Michael Schaible of Vangard 
Appraisal Services and Tom Rodriguez of Tom Rodriguez Associates.      
  
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Rich, seconded by Dale. 
 
      - Project Status Updates:  No report. 
 
Finance  
      - Authorization to Post September 11, 2014 Minutes to Website:  Held  
 
Dave Beaumont addressed the Committee concerning the Table of Equalized Values, 
especially the high school and Lambertville numbers.  He spoke about the ratios, and assessed 
values vs. sales.  The latter line up with those of the Assessor but the ratios from the State were 
questioned in that it would be nice to understand how their numbers were obtained.  Mr. 
Beaumont would like to see the Township file an appeal, which would be due Friday.  A  



November 10, 2014 Minutes 
Page 3 
 
form was presented and Attorney Faherty will be requested to file same on behalf of the 
Township.   
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Resolution Approving Power Purchasing Agreement (SHREC) – This was held from a 
previous meeting pending determination of need.  Mr. Fisher also noted that an attempt was 
made to change the insurance with regard to subrogation.  He was advised during a 
conversation with our insurance broker that the Fund’s policy is to not waive subrogation as this 
would bar recovery of claims due to the sole negligence of the contractor.    
 

RESOLUTION #164-2014 
A Resolution Authorizing the Amendment to the Power Purchase Agreement for the South 

Hunterdon Renewable Energy Cooperative 
 
WHEREAS, Swan Creek is assigning the Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) to Marina Energy, 
LLC (Marina); and 
 
WHEREAS, the effective date of the agreement will change to the date the Amendment is 
executed; and 
 
WHEREAS, the following members of the SHREC met on Monday, October 13th : David M. 
DelVecchio – City of Lambertville, Derek Roseman – South Hunterdon Regional School District, 
George A. Fisher – Township of West Amwell, and unanimously supported the amendment, 
with the representative of the LMUA (Thomas Horn) was absent; and 
 
WHEREAS, the members of SHREC have reviewed the amendment agreement, as well as the 
comments thereto provided by David L. Blank, Esq.; and 
 
WHEREAS, a copy of the amendment agreement as discussed, is attached to this resolution 
and will be made a part of the official minutes. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by governing body of West Amwell Township, in the 
County of Hunterdon, in the State of New Jersey that the Amendment to the Power Purchase 
Agreement is hereby approved in substantially the form attached hereto. 
               
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Rich, seconded by Dale. 

 
Possible Appointments – none 
 
Updates – 1) Mr. Fisher relayed due to liability issues, he pulled the plug on the proposed log 
delivery by JCP&L.  2)  The League was contacted concerning the possibility of additional 
energy receipts once the substation addition comes on line.  The short answer from the 
League was ‘no’ due to the long severed nexus between a utility’s physical presence in a 
community and the level of ERR received by the host municipality.  3)  Harry Heller addressed 
the generator situation.  Although the money has been appropriated, the Township still has to 
wait for the State’s okay.  His suggestion was to contact our state legislators as this has gone 
on way too long for everyone involved.  All allocated funds were supposed to have been 
released by October 31st, but were not.  In addition, the state contract for the units has now 
expired, taking the good price with it.  It was also reported that the gas line at the Firehouse was 
installed today. 

  
RFP for Insurance/Risk Manager – The consensus was to go to bid for this service.  Two 
versions were presented with the more detailed one selected.  The ad will be sent for on-line 
League publication with the complete RFP packet posted on the Township’s website.  The 
proposal will be due on December 4th at 2 p.m.  
 
Construction Department – 1) Mr. Fisher advised that our fee schedule was provided earlier 
but that East Amwell is also in conversation with Delaware Township for construction 
services.  Mr. Rich noted that their biggest issue with us is with the inspection hours, otherwise 
East is happy with West.  The proposed shared services agreement with East Amwell was 
reviewed and the mayor unanimously authorized to sign on motion by Dale, seconded by Rich.  
The document will be forwarded to East Amwell for consideration at their Thursday evening 
meeting.  2)  The policy on nepotism was presented which will prohibit the employment of one of 
the previously mentioned individuals. 
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Response to Letter from Green Acres Concerning Turf Field Grant Request – A copy of 
the Green Acres letter of grant denial was forwarded to the school board.  There’s been no 
further word from that body.  The Clerk will advise Green Acres that the Township is 
withdrawing the application.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Kendig Memorial Resolution – The following was presented for consideration. 

 

RESOLUTION #165-2014 
WHEREAS, on September 30, 2014, Dennis Kelly Kendig passed from life on this earth 
as part of the sovereign wisdom of our Almighty God; and 
 
WHEREAS, Dennis, better known by all as Kelly, was raised in West Amwell and was a 
life-long area resident; and   
 
WHEREAS, Kelly’s talents and interests were varied--ranging from building and 
woodworking, to farming and gardening, to hunting and biking, and, later to bee-
keeping; and,  
 
WHEREAS, Kelly served his country as a member of the U.S. Army; and 
 
WHEREAS, Kelly began his police career in the City of Lambertville but joined the West 
Amwell police force in 1995, serving in that capacity with loyalty and dedication until his 
retirement in 2011; and  
 
WHEREAS, it was Kelly’s assignment to, and involvement, with the D.A.R.E. program 
while on the West Amwell force that gave him much satisfaction and knowing that he 
provided students with the necessary tools to resist illegal drugs and alcohol was a 
particular joy  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee, acting on behalf 
of the residents of West Amwell, that Dennis Kelly Kendig be recognized as having 
served his country and community in a dedicated, honest and unselfish manner; and,   
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that sincere condolences are extended to his family in 
appreciation for his influence as an individual and public servant.   
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in addition to spreading this Resolution in the 
records of the Township, a copy be presented to Kelly’s family together with our deep 
sympathy.   
 
        /s/ George A. Fisher               /s/ Zachary T. Rich  /s/ John Dale 
____________________      ____________________   ____________________ 
     George A. Fisher          Zachary T. Rich                John Dale 
             Mayor                     Committeeman            Committeeman 
 
     /s/ Lora L. Olsen 
Attest:  _____________________ 
               Lora L. Olsen, RMC 
                 Township Clerk 
 
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Dale, seconded by Fisher. 
        
ACO for 2015 & Possible County Provision of Same – The County’s proposal was discussed 
with Nate Barson giving insight into its evolution.  A response via a letter of intent is due on the 
14th.  Once responses are received, an RFP for an official contract will be prepared with the 
results offered to municipalities. At this time, Mr. Barson reported that only two of the twenty six 
municipalities have responded.  Mr. Fisher offered that he supports the consolidation of this 
function at the County level due to the difficulty the requirements place on small municipalities.   
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A letter of interest, without commitment pending receipt of further information, was presented 
and signed by the mayor. 
  
Non-binding Referendum Results & Discussion – Information received from the League was 
distributed and will be provided to Attorney Faherty for review.  Further discussion was tabled 
until the next meeting.   
 
Tax Collector Letter of Resignation – Action held.  Mr. Rich offered that a decision to 
interview or not for the collector and cfo positions will be made at the next meeting.  Applications 
are due November 20th.  Mr. Heller inquired why there was advertisement for a job that was not 
open.   
 
OEM Resolution – Mr. Heller advised that a revision is needed for the Emergency Operating 
Plan (EOP) that is updated and revised every four years.  Funding depends on this being 
current and both the County and State have to bless it.  A revised ‘annex’ will be e-mailed to the 
Committee shortly.  A lot of changes are not expected.  Mr. Heller stated, however, that 
volunteers are needed and it’s just fine if they are not EMS associated.  Someone with building 
experience for damage assessment is one particular area of need.   

      
RESOLUTION #166-2014 

(Revising Resolution #26-2014)         
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following appointments be made for the revision of the West Amwell 
Township Emergency Management Council: 
 
Emergency Management Director   Harry J. Heller III                          3 year term 
                                                                                                     Expires 12/31/16  
 
1st Deputy                                     Richard J. Carmosino                      1 year term 
   
Communications Officer               Matthew Skrebel                              1 year term  

(Alert + Warning) 
 

Damage Assessment Officer       Richard J. Carmosino                      1 year term 
 
Emergency Medical Services      Jason Strauss, Chief LNHA&RS      1 year term 
         Peter Molnar, Chief AVAC 
                                                 
Public Information Officer            George Fisher                    1 year term 
    
Fire                                             Jeffrey Ent, Chief,  W.A.F.Co             1 year term 
   
Law Enforcement          Capt.  Steven Bartzak, O.I.C.         1 year term    
                                                         WATDP 
     
Public Health Officer                  Zach Rich                                            1 year term  
   
Public Works                              Randy Hoagland                                 1 year term 
 
Resource Management             Sandy Haberle, Ass’t  Treasurer         1 year term 
 
Shelter/Reception                      County of Hunterdon/Red Cross         1 year term 
    
Social Services                         John Dale & TBD        1 year terms 
                                                                                  
Radiological Officer    Hunterdon County Health Dept.      1 year term 
 
Evacuation/Sheltering        Rob Tomenchok                  1 year term 
        
Evacuation Officer                    Rob Tomenchok                                  1 year term 
  
EOC Manager                          Dan Schulze                                         1 year term 
 
Planner                                     Susan St. Clair                                     1 year term 
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Assistant Planner                     Edward Skillman III                               1 year term 
   
BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Coordinator of Emergency Management be authorized, 
upon adoption of this resolution, to call necessary meetings, arrange for appropriate training 
sessions, and to set deadlines for responses in writing of the various sections of the plan as well 
as any further related requirements. 
 
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Rich, seconded by Fisher. 
 
300th Request for December 7th Road Along the Rocks Events – An e-mail was received 
from John Henchek seeking permission to use the municipal lot for parking cars of the 
participants.  A bus will then deliver them to the starting point of the walking tour.  A request for 
access to the restroom facilities was also advanced.  The tours begin at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. and 
there will be light refreshments.  Approved.  
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
Mr. Beaumont presented his desire to utilize the list serve capacity of the website.  An outreach 
would be made through the high school service for residents to sign up for the Township list 
serve.  He will provide the message to the Township Committee for their approval prior to 
sending same to the school.   
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
Treasurer –  
       RESOLUTION #167-2014 

(See attached) 
  
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Rich, seconded by Fisher. 

 
Tax Collector –  
    RESOLUTION  #168-2014 
WHEREAS, the previous owners of Block 30, Lot 15.01 have paid taxes due for 2013 which had 
previously been declared uncollectible, and 
 
Whereas, this $ 2,913.24 has now been collected from the previous owner, 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that this returned sum of $2,913.24 be returned to West  
Amwell Township. 
 
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Rich, seconded by Fisher.   
 
    RESOLUTION  #169-2014 
WHEREAS, there has been an overpayment  2014 for Block 30, Lot 15.01, 34 Woodens Lane 
assessed to Jill Mandler and Mark Gonzalez  in the amount of $2,482.13, and 
 
WHEREAS, Investors Bank has requested that this overpayment to be returned to them, 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Treasurer be authorized to issue a check in the 
amount of $2,482.13 for disbursement to: 
   Investors Bank 
   101 Wood Ave South 
   Iselin NJ 08830 
        
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Fisher, seconded by Dale. 

 
The monthly report for October 2014 was received showing receipts in the amount of 
$636,646.68.   
 
Construction – The Monthly Activity Report-Permits (32), Payment Summary Report 
($60,477.00), Monthly Activity Report-Certificates (45), Certificate Log Detail were received for 
PermitsNJ.  
 
Police – The October 2014 Monthly Report showing 1112 incidents, 231 summonses and 0 
warnings was received.   
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Website Review - none 
 
The reports were unanimously accepted, without comment, as presented.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
The correspondence as listed on the Agenda was ordered filed. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business, the meeting was unanimously adjourned at 8:41 p.m. on 
motion from Rich.   
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       _________________________ 
       Lora Olsen, RMC 
       Township Clerk 
  
 
 
 
APPROVED:  December 1, 2014 


