
 WEST AMWELL TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING  
 December 8, 2014 - 7:30 p.m. 
 
  
CALL TO ORDER AND STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPEN PUBLIC 
MEETINGS ACT 
The regular meeting of the West Amwell Township Committee was called to order at 7:41p.m.  
Present were Mayor George A. Fisher, Deputy Mayor Zachary T. Rich, Committeeman John 
Dale, Clerk Lora Olsen and Attorney Philip J. Faherty III.  Also in attendance were Gerald Rygg 
and John Dupuis 
 
Mayor Fisher announced that this meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open 
Public Meetings Act.  Notice of this meeting was included in the Resolution faxed to the 
Hunterdon County Democrat and Trenton Times on January 6, 2014, was posted on the bulletin 
board in the Municipal Building on said date and has remained continuously posted as required 
under the Statute.  A copy of this notice is and has been available to the public and is on file in 
the office of the Municipal Clerk. 
 
The meeting was recorded via digital recording system.    
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE AMERICAN FLAG  
 
AGENDA REVIEW BY TOWNSHIP CLERK 
The following items were added:  10.C 4. ACO; 10.C.5 Hunterdon 300th; 10.F. Release of 
Performance Bond; 11.H. Christmas Lighting Contest; 11.G. NJDOT Resolution for Rocktown-
Lamb. Road Application.  11.D was deleted.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Municipal Offices Closed December 25th & 26th for Christmas 
• Municipal Offices Closed January 1, 2015 - New Year’s Day 
• Reorganization Meeting January 5, 2015 @ 7:30 p.m. 

 • Please Come to the Table if You Wish to Address the Committee 
• Kindly Turn Cell Phones Off During Meeting 

 
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES 
The December 1, 2014 (Re-scheduled November 26, 2014) Regular Session minutes were 
unanimously approved on motion from Dale, seconded by Fisher.    
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC/TOPIC NOT ON THE AGENDA 
No one came forward. 
 
SPECIAL PRESENTATION(S) 
None  
 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE AND/OR PUBLIC HEARING  
Introduction: Ordinance 22, 2014    
The following ordinance was read by title and introduced on first reading: 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 109 OF THE CODE OF THE  
TOWNSHIP OF WEST AMWELL (R-1A Zone) 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of West Amwell, Hunterdon 
County, State of New Jersey, that Chapter 109. Land Development, Part 4. Zoning, Article XII: 
District Regulations shall be amended and supplemented as follows: 

Section 1 

§ 109-89. R-1A Zone. 

A.  Single-family development shall be permitted within the proposed R-1A Zone in 
accordance with the following standards: 

(1)  Permitted principal uses: single-family detached dwellings. 

(2)  Permitted accessory uses: garages, swimming pools, sheds and decks, essential 
services, including community septic systems and other forms of community-
based wastewater disposal and minor solar or photovoltaic energy facilities 
or structures. 
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(a)  Minor solar or photovoltaic energy facilities or structures shall be 
permitted as follows: 

1. Minor solar facilities shall be permitted to be ground-mounted 
and mounted to principal and accessory structures and 
buildings; provided, however, that in the case of a roof-
mounted system, the photovoltaic solar panels and all 
necessary equipment shall not extend more than 12 inches 
beyond the edge of the roofline or 12 inches above the 
highest point of the roof surface or structure. Flat roofs shall 
be exempt from the height requirement. However, panels on a 
flat roof shall not extend more than five feet above the 
roofline. 

2. In the case of a surface-level or ground-mounted system, the 
system shall be situated more than 50 feet from the nearest 
property boundary line and consist of 10 or fewer solar or 
photovoltaic panels. These facilities shall have setback 
requirements consistent with building regulations. 

3. Minor solar ground-mounted facilities of more than 10 panels 
and located less than 50 feet from the nearest property line 
shall require minor site plan approval prior to obtaining a 
zoning permit if the array is rated to produce more than 15 
kilowatts DC on a single property. These facilities shall have 
setback requirements consistent with building regulations. 
These facilities shall be fenced as per § 109-115.1A(5)(c)[4] of 
this chapter, unless the system is located a minimum of eight 
feet above ground level. Notwithstanding, these systems 
shall not exceed the maximum building height in the zoning 
district. 

Section 2:  ADOPTION 
 
Upon adoption this Ordinance will be incorporated into and become part of the Code of the 
Township of West Amwell. 
 
Section 3:  REPEALER 
 
All Ordinance and parts of Ordinances inconsistent with this Ordinance are hereby repealed. 
 
Section 4:  EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as provided by 
law, and upon filing a copy thereof with the Hunterdon County Planning Board in accordance 
with N.J.S.A. 40:55D-16. 
 
Dale moved to introduce the Ordinance on first reading and Rich seconded.   Motion carried 
unanimously.  The public hearing will be held December 30th. 
        
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Environmental 
      - Authorization to Send Letter Concerning PennEast Pipeline to FERC:  Approved 
 
Ag Advisory 
      - Authorization to Send Letter Concerning PennEast Pipeline to FERC:  Approved 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Gerald Rygg of the Orleans (Hills at Hunterdon) development came forward referencing the  
initial discussion held at the March meeting concerning the jurisdictional agreement and 
mowing; the latter of which occurred only once this year.  He also mentioned his recent letter 
and noted his attendance at previous meetings on the two topics.   The mowing that takes place 
at the Hills at Hunterdon was compared to what is done at the Estates of West Amwell, the latter 
of which occurs on a more regular basis.    He inquired why the difference, in that the areas  
mowed at the Estates cannot be seen from the road but benefits that residential development,  
whereas the ‘Hills’ is responsible for maintaining their basin.  Therefore, he is paying taxes that  
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go for mowing at no cost to the residents of the Estates and was curious as to why the 
Committee thinks it’s appropriate to mow the grass on the bridge but twice a year.  A brief 
conversation ensued over the issue of mowing the right of ways, which then turned into a 
lengthy discussion about the jurisdictional agreement signed by the Township and County and 
the second agreement between the Township and Orleans.  The latter is held by Mr. Rygg to be 
invalid due to the lack of proper adherence to the covenants that govern the Hills at Hunterdon 
community and which makes the homeowner’s association responsible for the retaining walls 
and fall protection (fence).  Attorney Faherty advised that the first agreement divides up 
responsibilities between the Township and the County whereas the second agreement is 
between Orleans and the Township.  One deals with construction, the other one deals with 
maintenance.  He continued that when dealing with a planned development, the developer has 
the right to put in conditions and inquired why Mr. Rygg thinks that that the governing body can 
unilaterally dispose of either or both of the agreements.  As the developer, Orleans put in all the 
improvements; allocated responsibility for same; and, as such, could make changes.  It was 
also pointed out that the contract that Mr. Rygg references is one between the homeowners and 
Orleans and that the Township was not a party to it.  The big issue with the jurisdictional 
agreement concerns the two 40 foot high retaining walls; the 7 foot high fence that is in the 
process of failing; and, responsibility for same.  It appears that this responsibility is on the 
homeowners association, which was not what Mr. Rygg wanted to hear.  Attorney Faherty 
quoted from the paperwork “…upon Orleans construction of the improvements and their 
acceptance by the County and the Township, the Hills at Hunterdon community association, 
inc,, shall be responsible for the maintenance of the pre-cast retaining wall and associated 
fencing…” with a reference made to the second page of the jurisdictional agreement that the 
“developer’s agreement for the Hills at Hunterdon shall be deemed to be and is hereby 
amended to incorporate the terms of this provision.”  That the developer didn’t follow their own 
rules, is not a Township Committee responsibility.  Mr. Rygg commented that that he’s wasting 
everyone’s time; will look elsewhere for help; and, left the meeting. 
 
Possible Appointments – Mayor Fisher appointed John Dupuis to be the Township’s 
representative to the Municipal Alliance.  The appointment was unanimously approved. 
Mr. Dupuis will attend the meetings of the Alliance and report on same. 
 
Updates - 1) Mr. Fisher reported that Harry Heller has been provided with answers for the 
questionnaire and that specifications on the generator as well as the bid information are to 
follow.  2)  A proposed letter to PennEast from the mayor was distributed and reviewed.  Mr. 
Fisher indicated that, as mayor, he’s responsible for certain things in the municipality, hence the 
letter.  The timing of its submission is still open but addresses a proposed alternate route.  He’s 
been in discussions with an engineer from PennEast and is waiting for the right answer before 
moving forward prior to the end of the comment period.  He would rather that the pipeline stay 
out and opposes it on that level but also looks at reality with alternates routes that are safer.  
Attorney Faherty suggested possibly opening the letter with “while utterly opposed” as a way to  
answer some objections.  3)  A meeting was held with DCA lawyers and a retired police chief, 
Rich Richardella, who is their public safety liaison, together with representatives from 
Lambertville and Delaware, to discuss the legal ramification and organization of a South County 
police force.  Contracts and budgets will be reviewed and a document assembled as to a force 
required to police the area that would minimize or eliminate over time.  Mr. Richardella did the 
Camden County police consolidation and works for the State.  Mr. Fisher relayed that our police 
building, salaries and working conditions are middle of the road.  The only thing missing is 
permanent health care.  4)  The ACO direction has been changed to one of a shared service 
with Lambertville.  5)  Mrs. Olsen relayed that John Henchek and the 300th group were most 
appreciative of the use of the building during Sunday’s Rock Road walk and asked that this be 
relayed to the Committee. 

  
Receipt of Proposal Insurance Broker of Record/Risk Manager – Only one proposal was 
received on the December 4th due date.  With coverage ending January 1st, action will need to 
be taken.  It’s either accept what was received or reject and go back out; however, there’s no 
time for the latter.  Mr. Fisher noted that the proposal calls for direct payment of commission 
from the carrier of 2.5% of the annual premium and that he has called some of the references.  
A question concerning how the proposed Statewide coverage matches current was raised. Also 
noted was that it’s strange that PAIC hasn’t brought in quotes from the current carrier for next 
year.  Mr. Rich advised that there’s a game between broker and insurance which each protects 
their own.  Basically you have this broker, the two players are going to be PAIC and Statewide.  
Once a broker is selected, the Township will be guaranteed two prices.  The price received was 
questioned as to how it was obtained and whether the total was less than last year’s cost, which 
is was.  The challenge now is to determine the broker; whether the policies match up; and,  
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obtain a side by side comparison.  A concern about limits of coverage was raised by Mr. Fisher 
as compared to what the Township has now with PAIC.  The problem would be if it’s not as 
good as PAIC.  At the moment, the matter is just for a broker of record.  Mr. Rich explained that 
at this time, the Township has a broker of record and that technically PAIC and Statewide will 
only give their quote to one broker—the current one.  The proposed is the only broker on file for 
January 1st and after; therefore, after January 1st, the new broker can get the quote from the two 
companies.  However, the Township needs to have insurance as of January 1st  and will have to 
go with the new man unless the bid is thrown out.  A decision is needed and things cannot wait 
until December 30th.   The proposed new broker of record is to be informed that he’s on board 
for January 1, 2015; be requested to provide a side-by-side comparison; asked to see quotes 
from both Statewide and PAIC; and, for recommendations on limits of liability, e.g., too much or 
too little coverage.  The fact that a resolution and/or agreement has to be adopted, which may 
be why quotes have not been released, and this is something that is usually done at the Re-
organization meeting was relayed.   The question of PAIC ‘banking’ was raised by Mr. Rich, 
noting that it was something that would supposedly be lost if the Township would change 
carriers.  This is to be another question for the new broker of record.   

 
Municipal Alliance Sub-grant Agreement for July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015 – The 
mayor was unanimously authorized to sign this agreement on motion by Rich, seconded by 
Dale.   
 
Release of Performance Bond – Engineer Burr has advised that he is now in possession of 
the Maintenance bond for George Washington Road.   

 
RESOLUTION #177-2014 

WHEREAS, Glen G. Hale, Inc. has completed the George Washington Road improvements; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, Glen G. Hale, Inc. has requested the release of their Performance Bond for the 
project; and  
 
WHEREAS, said road improvements have been inspected and approved by the Township 
Engineer; and 
 
WHEREAS, no concerns were noted; and 
 
WHEREAS, a Maintenance Bond has been received  
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of West Amwell, 
County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the requested performance bond established by 
Glen G. Hale, Inc. for George Washington Road work is hereby released and the maintenance 
bond accepted.    
 
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Dale, seconded by Fisher. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Planning Board Letter to FERC – Mr. Dale objected to the wording in the first paragraph,  
noting that eminent domain is the law of the land and that FERC is not involved with crossing  
the river.  The letter will be returned to the Planning Board for revision.  Mr. Fisher added that  
the river crossing item was mentioned to Hopewell Township.  As it is gas, FERC regulates it.  
Also noted was that although Hopewell Township is on record opposing the pipeline, their  
administrator is lobbying for an alternate route. 
 
Fire Company Turn Out Gear –  
      - Resolution Amending Authorized State Contract Vendors: 
 

RESOLUTION #178-2014 
Amending RESOLUTION #107-2014 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that RESOLUTION #107-2014 Authorizing Contracts with Certain Approved 
State Contract Vendors for Contracting Units Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40a:11-12A is hereby 
amended to provide turnout gear for the Township Fire Company as follows:   
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 Referenced State Contract Vendors 
 
Commodity/Service   Vendor    State Contract #  
 
Turnout coats, pants, gloves  George Kline Sales            80948 
and harness     308 Cambria Ave 
     Bensalem PA 19020 
 
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Dale, seconded by Fisher 
 
      - Resolution Authorization Equipment Purchase: 
 
 RESOLUTION #179-2014 
WHEREAS, there is a need to purchase various pieces of turn out gear for the fire company of 
the Township of West Amwell, in the County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey as follows; 
 

1) 5 coats @ $1,344.11.48 ($6,720.55) 
2) 5 pair pants @ $967.55 ($4,837.75) 
3) 5 harness @ $215.00 ($1,075.00) 
4) 5 pair gloves @ $63.55 ($317.75 

and 
 
WHEREAS, these items can be purchased through the following State Contract vendor  
 

#80948     George Kline Sales; $12,951.05 
; and 
 
WHEREAS, the maximum amount of the purchases is $13,000.00; and    
 
WHEREAS the CFO has certified to the Township Clerk that funds are available in the 
Ordinance 4 2014; and 
 
WHEREAS, public bids are not required when the purchase is under a state contract in 
accordance with 40A:11-12 of the Local Public Contracts Law. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of West 
Amwell, in the County of Hunterdon that the CFO is hereby authorized and directed to approve 
and forward Purchase Requisitions to the stated vendors for the commodities listed above.   
 
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Rich, seconded by Fisher 
 
2015 Traffic Enforcement Agreement with East Amwell – East Amwell is happy with the  
current arrangement and has indicated their interest in continuing same.  A new agreement has  

been prepared that changes the dates and money to be paid. 
 

RESOLUTION #180-2014 
Authorizing a Shared Services Agreement for Traffic Enforcement Services 

 
WHEREAS, the municipality of West Amwell Township has proposed to share traffic 
enforcement services with the municipality of East Amwell; and,   
 
WHEREAS, shared services are authorized by N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1, et seq; and, 
 
WHEREAS, East Amwell has reviewed the Shared Services Agreement  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of West 
Amwell, County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey, that the Mayor and Clerk are authorized 
to sign the Shared Services Agreement for Traffic Enforcement Services as presented under the 
terms and conditions agreed to by the signatories.   
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the terms of this Shared Services Agreement shall begin 
January 1, 2015    
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution and the executed Shared Services 
Agreement be forwarded to the Department of Community Affairs. 



December 8, 2014 Minutes 
Page 6 
 
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Dale, seconded by Fisher. 
 
Applications Fire Company Membership – Joseph B. Fozman, Deborah A. Voorhees and  
Brandon S. Cooper have applied for membership in the West Amwell Fire Company. 
 
Rich motioned to approve the applications.  Fisher seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Disposition of Used Police In-car Laptops – Three Dell and one Acer laptop computers have  
been released to the Township from the police department.  Police programs have been  
removed from the units and all have the Windows 7 Professional operating system.  One Dell  
has a bad battery and the Acer is missing keys.  The other two Dells are usable.  The Clerk  
would like one for records retention work and the other could be used with the projector.  It was  
recommended that our IT person look at them. 
 
Loan of Sick Hours – An employee is out on extended leave due to surgery.  He has used all 
of his available time and the Township does not contribute to the temporary disability program.  
The DPW Supervisor has agreed to loan some of his sick time so that a paycheck can continue.  
This type of loan has been done previously and there was no objection from the Committee for 
this agreement.   
 
Christmas Lighting Contest – The basics of the program were relayed by Mr. Fisher and  
approved by the Committee.  A flyer is forthcoming for posting on the website and distribution at  
the depot.   
 
NJDOT Resolution for Rocktown-Lamb. Road Application –  
 

RESOLUTION #181-2014 
(Attached to Original Minutes) 

 
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Dale, seconded by Rich. 
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  
There was no public in attendance. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
Treasurer –  

Resolution #182-2014        

SPECIAL ITEMS OF REVENUE AND APPROPRIATION 

 IN THE 2014 BUDGET  

PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government 

Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any County or 

Municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof  was not 

determined at the time of the adoption  of the budget, and 

 

WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for equal amount, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township of West Amwell hereby requests 

The Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of  items of revenue 

In the budget of the year 2014 in the sum of  $ 15,295.29  which items are now available as a revenue from the 

following sources pursuant to the provision of statute: 

                           
                                         NJDEP Clean Communities                         $ 10,579.01 

                                         Recycling Tonnage Grant                                 3,625.82 

                                        NJ Body Armor Replacement Fund                  1,090.46 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a like sum of $ 15,295.29  be and the same is hereby  

Appropriated under the caption of  the following: 

                                                                                 
                                         NJDEP Clean Communities                         $ 10,579.01 

                                         Recycling Tonnage Grant                                 3,625.82 

                                        NJ Body Armor Replacement Fund                  1,090.46 

 
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Fisher, seconded by Rich. 
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RESOLUTION #183-2014 

RESOLUTION TO CANCEL GENERAL CAPITAL 

ORDINANCES 
 

WHEREAS, there are ordinance balances in the General Capital Fund which are no longer 

required and should be canceled, 

 

NOW, therefore be it resolved, by the Township Committee of the Township of West Amwell, 

that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to cancel the following balances and return 

them to the appropriate account: 

 
      Ord #                       Title                                                Amount                      Open Space Trust  Fund 

 

     21-2009     Acquisition of Easement B/L 14/15           $ 171,572.41                           $ 171,572.41 

     09-2010     Twp Share Development Rights  

                              B/L 14/33.95                                               5,602.46                                  5,602.46 

 

The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Dale, seconded by Fisher 
 

RESOLUTION #184-2014 

RESOLUTION TO CANCEL GRANT FUND 

BALANCES 

December 8, 2014  

 

WHEREAS, certain Accounts Receivable and Appropriation Reserves remain on the balance 

sheet of the Federal and State Grant Fund; and 

 

WHEREAS, it has been determined that these grants have been completed; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to formally cancel said balances so that the unexpended reserves may 

be credited to Fund Balance; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of 

West Amwell, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, that the following accounts receivable 

and appropriation reserves of the Federal and State Grant Fund  be canceled to Fund Balance: 

 

          Community Forestry Grant Receivable             $ 3,315.00 

                                Community Forestry Grant Reserve                     5,100.00 

                                Municipal Stormwater Regulation Grant 

                                     Reserve                                                               217.00 

 
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Zach, seconded by Fisher 

 
Tax Collector – The monthly report for November 2014 was received showing receipts in the 
amount of $1,115,291.03.   
 
Construction – The Monthly Activity Report-Permits (21), Monthly Activity Report-Certificates 
(38), and Payment Summary Report ($6,282.00) were received for PermitsNJ.  
 
The above reports were accepted, without comment, as received.   
 
The Township Committee requested a Closed Session to continue discussion on matters from 
the meeting held earlier in the evening.   
 

RESOLUTION #185 -2014 
WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the 
exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances, and 
 
WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist, 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Committee of West Amwell Township, County 
of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

PERSONNEL-Interviews 
 1.  The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the hereinafter 
specified subject matter. 
 2.  The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed is as follows: 
  
 3.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public 
when the matter has been resolved. 
 4.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Zach, seconded by Fisher 
 

Upon return from the Closed Session, the following was announced:   
The unanimous consensus of the Committee was for the mayor to inquire whether Mrs. Hyland 
would re-consider her resignation and continue as tax collector.  If not, an offer is to be made to 
Mrs. Eick.  In addition, the Committee was also was in agreement to retain current CFO Tom 
Carro.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
The correspondence as listed on the Agenda was ordered filed. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business, the meeting was unanimously adjourned at 9:35 p.m. on 
motion from Fisher. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       _________________________ 
       Lora Olsen, RMC 
       Township Clerk 
  
 
 
 
APPROVED:  December 30, 2014 


