
 WEST AMWELL TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING  
 December 30, 2014 - 7:30 p.m. 
  
CALL TO ORDER AND STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPEN PUBLIC 
MEETINGS ACT 
The regular meeting of the West Amwell Township Committee was called to order at 7:50 p.m.  
Present were Mayor George A. Fisher, Deputy Mayor Zachary T. Rich, Committeeman John 
Dale, Clerk Lora Olsen and Attorney Philip J. Faherty III.  Also in attendance were John 
Anderson of JCP&L, George Gravenstine of AJM Insurance, Cathy Urbanski, and Dave 
Beaumont. 
 
Mayor Fisher announced that this meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open 
Public Meetings Act.  Notice of this meeting was included in the Resolution faxed to the 
Hunterdon County Democrat and Trenton Times on January 6, 2014, was posted on the bulletin 
board in the Municipal Building on said date and has remained continuously posted as required 
under the Statute.  A copy of this notice is and has been available to the public and is on file in 
the office of the Municipal Clerk. 
 
The meeting was recorded via digital recording system.    
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE AMERICAN FLAG  
Mayor Fisher led the assembled group in the pledge to the nation’s flag.   
 
AGENDA REVIEW BY TOWNSHIP CLERK 
Nothing was added. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Municipal Offices Closed January 1, 2015 - New Year’s Day 
• Reorganization Meeting January 5, 2015 @ 7:30 p.m. 
• 2015 Dog Licenses Due by January 31st  

  • Please Come to the Table if You Wish to Address the Committee 
• Kindly Turn Cell Phones Off During Meeting 

 
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES 
The following Regular, Special and Closed Session minutes were unanimously approved on 
motion by Rich, seconded by Dale.  
     

December 8, 2014 Special 
 December 8, 2014 Closed Session 
 December 8, 2014 Regular 
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC/TOPIC NOT ON THE AGENDA 
No one came forward.  Closed. 
 
SPECIAL PRESENTATION(S) 
JCP&L Substation – John Anderson provided a status update on the work at the substation on  
Rocktown-Lamb. Road.  He relayed that the progress is amazing and noted that the major issue  
encountered was with ‘grade.’  A power point presentation was provided showing pictures of the  
site with work completed thus far and next steps.  A May in-service date is anticipated.  Mr.  
Anderson will return in a month or two for another progress update.  
 
Annual Stormwater Training – Cathy Urbanski provided informational packets and a CD to the  
Committeemen and overviewed the purposes and reasons for stormwater management.  Also  
relayed were things that West Amwell has done to help in this regard, including the stormwater  
ordinance (which needs to be reviewed again with a view towards non-structural components);  
the stream corridor ordinance that provided for buffers; that the proposed rain garden at the  
Orleans development was rejected by the residents there; and, the woodlands/tree ordinance.   
Mrs. Urbanski also stated that the Township’s website has a lot of good information.  Additional  
educational information from NJDEP was relayed that included ways to save water, riparian  
forest buffers and the clean water rangers program for kids that contains good materials.   
There’s also new ‘best management practices’ that include grass swales and gravel wetlands.   
Both of these are used to slow down surface water to allow for infiltration to occur. 
 
2015 Insurance – George Gravenstine of AJM Insurance, the Township’s new risk manager,  
came forward to introduce himself and review both process and placement with Statewide.   
Packets containing coverage information were distributed to the Committeemen and  
overviewed.  Mr. Gravenstine relayed that the Statewide quote provides for better coverage; an  
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$8,000 savings over PAIC; and, offers required training in-house.  He also noted that with  
Statewide there is no cap on fire truck age, which is currently 15 years with PAIC.  Statewide  
will replace at any age based on book value, mileage and model.  The quote from Statewide for  
2015 is $113,500 vs a PAIC renewal number of $121,200.  Mr. Gravenstine is thrilled to be  
working with the Township and Statewide is excited about the competitive bid opportunity.  He  
further commented that the commitment with Statewide is three years; that they are hands-on  
with safety inspections and value statements; are a good, stable organization; and, that West  
Amwell is the 11th public entity that AJM represents.  Mr. Gravenstine was advised that the  
necessary resolutions will be considered later in the evening.  
 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE AND/OR PUBLIC HEARING   
Public Hearing:  Ordinance 22, 2014   AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 109 OF THE  
CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST AMWELL (R-1A Zone)  
 
Proof of publication in the December 11, 2014 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat was 
presented.  The ordinance has been posted and available to the public since its introduction at 
the December 8, 2014 Township Committee meeting and mailed to surrounding municipalities 
and the Hunterdon County Planning Board.  The Ordinance has been reviewed by the Planning 
Board, found consistent with the Master Plan and adoption recommended.  Mr. Fisher read the 
Ordinance by title and opened the public hearing.  Hearing no comments, the public hearing 
was unanimously closed.     
 
The Ordinance was unanimously approved on motion by Rich, seconded by Dale.   
   
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Open Space 
           - Request to Remove Paper Street:  The property listed on the tax map as Block 11 Lot 
1.01 is under consideration for farmland preservation through the State PIG program.  A ‘paper 
street’ easement was placed on the property years ago for the construction of a road that is no 
longer needed (Mt.Airy By-Pass), according to the letter received.  Both the property owner and 
the Open Space Advisory committee would like to have this paper street removed before the 
property is preserved.  There was general consensus to approve this request with Mr. Dale 
specifically noting his agreement with the direction posed.  Attorney Faherty advised that an 
ordinance would be needed to affect this change.  The attorney will prepare the required 
ordinance.      
      - Authorization to Send Letter to FERC:  Approved 
      - Project Status Updates, if any:  N/A 
 
Environmental 
      - Authorization to Post October 9, 2014 Minutes to Website:  Approved 
 
Pipeline Task Force 
      - Update & Concerns:  Mrs. Urbanski advised that a letter, together with a homeowner 
survey, were mailed to residents impacted by pipeline Plan A.  An e-mail list has been compiled 
by Dave Beaumont from last month’s meeting sign-ups and the letter sent to all those as well.  
Mrs. Urbanski relayed that much time has been spent reviewing tax maps for block/lot and 
subsequent owner names and addresses and it appears that there are just as many impacted 
residents for the pipeline alternate Plan B route.  A letter will go out to those residents shortly.  
The issue of whether or not to allow survey work is something that the task force members are 
not comfortable with. However, the Delaware Riverkeeper has information available as to 
why/why not, together with good reasoning for same.  A brief discussion ensued about survey 
distances for existing ROWs and notification of affected property owners.  Mrs. Urbanski also 
relayed that she testified at the Delaware River Basin Commission’s recent meeting and that the 
DRBC has assumed jurisdiction as requested, which means that they’ll investigate the total 
length of the pipeline.  At the meeting, the Commission members just listened to the testimony 
supplied by various individuals/groups but, as it was not a public hearing, those comments will 
not be part of the record for the day.  She also noted that the EPA has provided the Township 
with $800,000 to protect the Alexauken Creek and its water temperature.  The latter would 
increase with the presence of the pipeline.  As to a question from Mr. Rich concerning FERC, 
Mrs. Urbanski advised that the DRBC is also a national agency and can trump FERC. However, 
it is assumed that an actual application would have to be filed first.  The recent mayor’s meeting 
was attended by Mrs. Urbanski at the request of the mayor.  Also in attendance were 
representatives from Hopewell, Kingwood and Delaware townships.  Hopewell Township 
produced a map and their planning board is pushing for co-location whereas others are saying 
‘no’ to the pipeline all together due to the impact on residents.  Mr. Fisher advised that he is  
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meeting with pipeline representatives on January 6th.  Also, that there is some speculation that if 
the market for the commodity is reduced, the pipeline may not be built and noted that the 
construction of a LPN station was recently cancelled in Texas.  As to where things go from here, 
there will be continued education of residents along the Plan B route and requests for letters to 
legislators prior to the July 1st file date.  It is anticipated that the filing will include more than one 
route.  It was also relayed by Mrs. Urbanski that the alternate route in Delaware Township is just 
as bad as the first.  The direction of this route was further described by the mayor. 
       - SHR Resolution:  The Board passed a resolution in opposition to the pipeline.  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Revised Planning Board Letter to FERC – Approved 
 
Updates:  1) Mr. Fisher has been in contact with Bill Burr and Harry Heller concerning the 
generator.  Mr. Burr is to provide a certified write up as to size and it is anticipated that there 
will be a grant extension.  2)  There’s been ongoing discussions concerning construction/East 
Amwell open permits.   There was some interim conversation that Raritan would keep these 
until closed out.  However, it has been recently learned that this cannot happen as Raritan 
would no longer have inspection authority after January 1st.  East Amwell construction files will 
arrive on the 31st and the program needed for tracking same is scheduled for installation on 
January 2nd.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Resolution for Open Space Trust Fund Money –  

 
Resolution #187-2014 

Whereas: 
The Hunterdon County Board of Chosen Freeholders has approved an Open Space Trust Fund 
and established a Municipal Grants Program to provide Program Funds in connection with 
municipal acquisition of lands for recreation, conservation and general open space purposes; 
farmland preservation; preparation of plan elements of a municipal Master Plan, and restoration 
of county owned or municipal owned historic facilities.   
 
And Whereas: 
The Governing Body of West Amwell Township desires to bank and reserve the Township’s 
2014 allocation of Open Space Trust Funds in the amount of $15,254.60 to fund a project which 
has not been finally determined at this time.  It is anticipated that the application for the funding 
will be submitted in 2015, and the funding will be applied to either the Amwell Chase Farm, 
Block 5 Lots 24 & 24.01 or the Lambert Farm, Block 3 Lot 16 
 
Now Therefore the Governing Body resolves that: 
 
1. The West Amwell Township Open Space Committee shall designate a member in January 
2015 to: (a) make an application to the County of Hunterdon for Open Space Trust Funds, (b) 
provide additional application information and furnish such documents as may be required for 
the Municipal Grants Program and (c) act as the principal contact person and correspondent of 
the above named municipality. 
 
2. If the County of Hunterdon determines that the application is complete and in 
conformance with the Hunterdon County Open Space, Farmland and Historic Preservation Trust 
Fund Plan and the Policies and Procedures Manual for the Municipal Grants Program adopted 
thereto, the municipality is willing to use the approved Open Space Trust Funds in accordance 
with such adopted policies and procedures, and applicable state and local government rules, 
regulations and statutes thereto. 
 
3. The Mayor of West Amwell Township is hereby authorized to sign and execute any required 
documents and agreements with the County of Hunterdon for the approved Open Space Trust 
Funds. 
 
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Dale, seconded by Rich. 
 
2015 Insurance Matters 
      - Possible Resolutions:  

RESOLUTION #188-2014 
Join Statewide Insurance Fund 

(Copy Attached to Original Minutes) 
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The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Dale, seconded by Fisher. 
 

RESOLUTION #189-2014 
Indemnity and Trust Agreement 

(Copy Attached to Original Minutes) 
 

The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Rich, seconded by Dale. 
 

RESOLUTION #190-2014 
Appointing Fund Commissioner 

(Copy Attached to Original Minutes) 
 

The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Fisher, seconded by Dale. 
 

RESOLUTION #191-2014 
Appointing a Risk Management Consultant 

(Copy Attached to Original Minutes) 
 

The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Fisher, seconded by Dale. 
 

RESOLUTION #192-2014 
Consultant Agreement 

(Copy Attached to Original Minutes) 

 
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Rich, seconded by Fisher. 
  
      - Other Policies:  Information concerning policies held by the Township that are outside 
those under PAIC will be forwarded to Mr. Gravenstine for review.  

  
Resolutions for CFO & Tax Collector Re-appointment 

 
RESOLUTION #193-2014 

WHEREAS, Mary Hyland was duly appointed to a four (4) term as Municipal Tax Collector on 
January 1, 2011, accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:9-141, et seq.; and, 
 
WHEREAS, said appointment expires on December 31, 2014 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of West Amwell Township as 
follows: 
 

1. Mary Hyland, CTC, is hereby re-appointed to the position of Municipal Tax Collector 
in the Township of West Amwell, effective January 1, 2015; and 

2. This re-appointment provides for tenure pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:9-141, et. seq. 
 
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Dale, seconded by Fisher. 

 
RESOLUTION #194-2014 

WHEREAS, Thomas J. Carro was duly appointed to a four (4) year term as Chief Municipal 
Finance Officer (CMFO) on January 1, 2011, accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:9-140.1, et seq.; 
and,  
 
WHEREAS, said appointment expires on December 31, 2014 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of West Amwell Township as 
follows: 
 

1. Thomas J. Carro, is hereby re-appointed to the position of Chief Municipal Finance  
     Officer in the Township of West Amwell, effective January 1, 2015; and 
2. This re-appointment provides for tenure pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:9-140.1, et seq. 

 

The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Rich, seconded by Fisher. 
 
Resolution for Service Agreement with Lambertville for Animal Control – The City Clerk  
has advised that Nate Barson was hired as ACO.  A draft copy of the proposed shared service  
agreement was provided.  The cost to West Amwell will be $7500/year plus mileage  
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reimbursement.  Attorney Faherty advised that Lambertville acted on the agreement at their  
meeting last evening.    
 

RESOLUTION #195-2014 
Authorizing the Mayor and Clerk to Sign the Inter-Local Agreement with Lambertville and for 

Animal Control Services” 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Township Committee of West Amwell Township, 
Hunterdon County, State of New Jersey, that the Mayor and Township Clerk are hereby 
authorized to sign the agreement with the referenced entity to provide 2015 Animal Control 
Services. 
 
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Rich, seconded by Dale. 
 
Discussion re:  Duties & Relationship of Finance Committee to Township Finances – Mr.  
Dale advised of his conversation with the CFO concerning previous discussions.  A brief  
exchange over regular work demands and time available ensued.  Further discussions with the  
CFO and the finance group over how to achieve connectivity will take place in the new year.   
Information concerning the role, function and duties of the CFO was distributed for review.  The  
mission statement for the finance committee was also mentioned.    
 
Covanta re: 2015 Garbage Disposal – The cost for disposal of the Township’s Type 10 weekly  
garbage will be $70/ton plus a $3/ton charge for NJ recycling tax.  Approved. 
 
2015 Reorganization – 1) & 2) A draft agenda, together with resolutions anticipated to date,  
were provided for review.  Changes or concerns are to be communicated to the Clerk.  3)  A  
flyer with updated information for 2015 garbage/recycling/clean-up/brush chipping was  
presented and approved for distribution at the depot.  Porter Little is to be contacted concerning  
dates for clean-up days.  A spreadsheet showing costs involved with the 2014 events was  
provided for budget calculations.   
   
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
Dave Beaumont came forward concerning the status of the expansion to a 5-person township 
committee and has been looking into the petition aspect.  He noted that there are now just three 
Hunterdon municipalities with a three member committee—Kingwood, Alexandria and West 
Amwell.  Contact has been made with Delanco Township as they were the most recent 
municipality to change from three to five.  The controlling statute was reviewed and the 
schedule for same presented.  Mr. Beaumont commented on his conversation with County Clerk 
Mary Melfi as to whether the Township’s November question would empower but Attorney 
Faherty advised that the statute is clear as to the petition requirement to move the issue 
forward. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
Treasurer –  
 
       RESOLUTION #196-2014 

End of Year Budget Transfers 
(Copy Attached to Original Minutes) 

 
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Rich, seconded by Fisher. 
 
Presentation of Bills for Approval:     

 
RESOLUTION #197-2014 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of West Amwell that the 
vouchers listed on the Bill List, in the amount of $921,196.43, dated December 30, 2014, as 
presented by the Township Treasurer/Chief Financial Officer, be paid from existing 
appropriations. 
 
Rich motioned to approve the evening’s bills for payment, seconded by Fisher, and carried 
unanimously.   
 
Treasurer Report, Statement of Cash, Revenue, and Investment Report:   Appropriations 
through December 30, 2014 were provided and reviewed.   
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Tax Collector – 

RESOLUTION #198-2014 
WHEREAS, there exist taxes due for the following blocks and lots; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Tax Collector to cancel these small balances before the New 
Year 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the following balances be cancelled: 
 
        BLOCK/LOT            AMOUNT 
   3.03/1      .51 
   7/8.03      .04 
  10/2.01     .02 
  11/29      .04 
  12/52      .01 
  13/1.01 Q0047    .20 
  17/17.01     .01 
  18/13.03     .01 
  18/17.02     .02 
  19/15      .61 
  25/3.03     .02 
  28/1.51     .87 
  28/1.52     .02 
  29/12.01     .42 
  29/15.01     .28 
  31/11 Q0288     .01 
 
TOTAL:  $3.09 (BILL ADJ) 

 
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Fisher, seconded by Dale. 
 

RESOLUTION #199-2014 
WHEREAS, there are overpayment of taxes for the following blocks and lots; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Tax Collector to return these small balances to surplus before 
the New Year 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the following credits be cancelled: 
 
  BLOCK/LOT              AMOUNT 
   3/20.03    .01 
   3/20.58    .01 
   6/2     .02 
   7.01/22    .10 
  11/13     .03 
  13/76     .01 
  17/20.07 Q0302   .01 
  19/3     .01 
  19/3 Q0043    .01 
  22/12 Q0010    .02 
  29/15.04    .01 
  31/4     .80 
  50/2     .10 
 
TOTAL:  $1.14 (CASH ADJ) 
 
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Dale, seconded by Fisher. 
 

RESOLUTION $200-2014 
WHEREAS, Tax Sale Certificate 201401 for Block 11 Lot 1.01, 8 Mill Road assessed to 
Cingular Wireless was sold on October 14, 2014 to Ridgeback Ventures, LLC; and 
 
WHEREAS, the amount of $5,032.03 has been received from Cingular Wireless, the owner of 
the property, for the redemption of this certificate 
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Treasurer be authorized to prepare, and the Mayor, 
Clerk and Treasurer be authorized to sign, a check in the amount of $5,032.03 payable to 
Ridgeback Ventures, LLC. 

 
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Rich, seconded by Fisher. 
 
Court – The November 2014 monthly report was received showing a ticket total of 351 (192 
local) and the receipt of $11,832.65.  
 
The above reports were accepted as received without comment.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
The correspondence as listed on the Agenda was ordered filed. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business, the meeting was unanimously adjourned at 9:43 p.m. on 
motion from Rich. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       _________________________ 
       Lora Olsen, RMC 
       Township Clerk 
  
 
 
 
APPROVED:  January 28, 2015 


