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WEST AMWELL TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING


December 30, 2015 - 7:30 p.m.
CALL TO ORDER AND STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
The regular meeting of the West Amwell Township Committee was called to order at 7:34 p.m.  Present were Mayor George A. Fisher, Deputy Mayor Zachary T. Rich, Committeeman John Dale, Clerk Lora Olsen and Attorney Philip J. Faherty III.  Also in attendance were Committeeman-elect Stephen Bergenfeld, John Cronce, Cathy Urbanski, Dave Beaumont, Allison ‘Bud’ Etchells, Mr. Poleo and son Anthony Poleo, Brian Steeg and Mr. Steeg, Tom Molnar, Caitlin Molnar, Judy DiGiordano plus some unidentified individuals.
Mayor Fisher announced that this meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act.  Notice of this meeting was included in the Resolution faxed to the Hunterdon County Democrat and Trenton Times on January 6, 2015, was posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building on said date and has remained continuously posted as required under the Statute.  A copy of this notice is and has been available to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk.

The meeting was recorded via digital recording system.   

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE AMERICAN FLAG 

Former Mayor Tom Molnar led the assembled group in the pledge to the nation’s flag.
AGENDA REVIEW BY TOWNSHIP CLERK

The following items were added upon unanimous consensus of the Committee:  New Business 11.J. 3) Insurance Renewal and 11.K. Resolution for the Drive Sober Campaign.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

• Municipal Offices Closed – New Years Day, January 1, 2016

• Township Committee Re-organization Meeting – January 6, 2016, 7:30 p.m.


• PSE&G to Perform ROW Vegetation Maintenance throughout 2016

• Please Come to the Table if You Wish to Address the Committee

• Kindly Turn Cell Phones Off During Meeting
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES

The December 2, 2105 Regular minutes were unanimously approved on motion by Dale, with a second from Rich.  

The following Closed Session minutes, upon review and recommendation from Attorney Faherty, were unanimously approved for opening on motion by Dale with a second from Fisher.
07/23/14   Contract Negotiations in which the Public Body may become a Party/Attorney-Client Privilege
07/28/15 Contract Negotiations
12/30/14 Personnel (Interviews)
09/02/13 Attorney-Client Privilege
09/16/15 Pending Litigation & Attorney-Client Privilege (Affordable Housing)
09/16/15 Attorney-Client Privilege
10/7/15 Attorney-Client Privilege

10/21 Attorney-Client Privilege
11/04/15 Attorney-Client Privilege
11/18/15 Personnel

The regular Agenda order was deviated at this juncture.

SPECIAL PRESENTATION(S)   
Allison ‘Bud’ Etchells identified himself as the representative for the Lowell Hunter property on Block 31 Lot 7.  His purpose this evening is to clear up some ambiguous language in the conservation easement and achieve mutual agreement on where the site of the 2-acre exception area is to be.  Mr. Etchells presented a map entitled ‘plan of soil testing location of Lot 7 Block 31 for the Hunter Farm,’ on which an area was circled in the vicinity of the proposed location of a house.  He relayed that the contract purchaser wants concurrence on the area prior to drilling a well, on which application has been made with Tom Stover for the State permit and that the conservation easement, woodlot management plan and presence/absence study for wetland have been reviewed as well.  In addition, Township Engineer Burr has been contacted and it was his suggestion that a map be presented.  Once there’s concurrence as to whether they’re on the right ground as to depicted area, then an actual site plan would be prepared.  In addition, Mr. Etchells inquired whether the site plan should include a line for execution.  

Mayor Fisher relayed that any plan must show existing wetlands; how the exception area is to be accessed from Barry Road; and, permits to cross the wetlands, if necessary.  

Mr. Etchells continued that the engineer has all that information; that NOVA consultants did a presence/absence study of everything from the middle of the property, which is the area 
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intended for a building; and, that there are no wetlands on the property.  He referenced a property on the corner (Lot 11) that had wetlands delineated and that there’s a buffer that comes onto their property that extends some 50 feet which is an area that cannot be built on and the purchaser is aware of this.  He continued that it was also determined that there was actually no official wetlands on Lot 11 and that the gentleman who did that delineation a long time ago didn’t have the credentials to do wetlands.  However, this makes no difference to the contract purchaser because he’ll stay away from the 50 foot buffer and that there are still side yard setbacks to deal with.  Therefore, there won’t be any wetlands delineation necessary, and, when a site plan is presented dictating the two acre exception, the tax assessor will declare the two acre exception as Block 31 Lot 7 and the remaining lands will then become 31/7 Q, which is the agricultural designation that’s on the property and has the woodlot management on it.  An extend discourse ensued over various items, such as escrow payments, perc tests, and spending money for work without knowing if there is an objection to the proposed location of the house.

Mr. Fisher stated that a plan is needed and that Mr. Etchells and Mr. Paleo need to speak with the Township Engineer as he advises the Township Committee on how to proceed.

Mr. Anthony Paleo, the contract purchaser, then spoke to the issues raised, noting that the roads are delineated on this property; were used in order to get to the designated area; and is delineated on the woodlot management topographical maps.  He commented that he understands that there’s some red tape to deal with but that he doesn’t want problems with anybody.  He’s just looking to build for his family; has no problem going through an engineer and drilling a well; doesn’t want to step on anybody’s toes; and, wants to make sure things are done completely by the book.  He wants no issues with anybody and was under the assumption, after speaking with the engineer and Mr. Etchells, that he could come here tonight and move forward based on the information provided as to roads and depicted area but will go forward with the well and engineering item.     

The exchange continued at length as to what was needed in order to proceed to township approval vs Mr. Etchells wanting concurrence before moving on and expending money.  Mr. Etchells was advised that DEP also needs to sign off.

Brian Steeg, a neighboring property owner spoke on issues experienced, noting particularly that the Township had purchased the property for environmental purposes before the woodlands management plan was taken out and that none of the provisions of same were followed.  He relayed that there’s an enormous hole in the forest where there wasn’t one before; that DEP has said there are wetlands; and, these are on the map.  Prior to the recent work, there were hiking trails but no roads.  He alleged that Mr. Etchells used the woodlands management plan, under the guise of woodlands management, and brought in a commercial logging company that for three or four days cut down the nice trees.  Although the DEP stopped in twice, heavy equipment chopped down all the good trees, which in his opinion, is not woodlands management.  He also relayed that tubes and pipes were installed under the two steams.  Mr. Steeg continued that nothing is supposed to be touched by his house or in the whole back area of the property under discussion without an LOI, per a DEP letter.  He inquired whether a house needs to be located all the way in the corner up against his property, and that of the Comly’s, in an area where there’s a very good chance of high risk water.  What is being proposed is right up against his property, where the 5 acre corner portion shows wetlands, although no study was done beyond that point.   He questioned why this 38 acre property has to be destroyed, as when Mr. Hunter signed the deed, it was supposed to be protected by the Township.  

Mr. Rich, remarked on the situation of the past summer, relayed that it is his understanding that the DEP is the entity that regulates these issues.  The end game still requires a sign off by the Township Committee…once everything else is in place.  


Re-iterated once again by the mayor was that Mr. Etchells has to produce a plan; the engineer has to review it; and, the DEP has to make the determination as to whether it is legal or not to go back there.  He also corrected Mr. Steeg in that the Township only purchased an easement, not the entire property.   The house will have to go where it fits in line with perc tests, roads, etc.  Whether or not an actual LOI is needed is an open question.  Mr. Fisher then thanked Mr. Steeg and noted that once the plan is received, he can take a look at it.  No decision was going to be made this evening.  

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC/TOPIC NOT ON THE AGENDA
John Cronce extended appreciation to the entire Committee for their support of the Open Space committee and the efforts made in preserving the Township.  He also expressed a personal thank you to Mr. Fisher for his many years of supporting the Township and upholding the rules and regulations thereof.  He continued, on behalf of the entire Open Space committee, their appreciation for Mr. Fisher’s dedicated service.  It is hoped that Mr. Fisher will stay around for a very long time.  On a business note, Mr. Cronce questioned the Rocktown-Lamb. Road job 
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and the underground pipe at the Fulper farm.  Mr. Fisher relayed that the pipe was deep enough 

that there was no problem.  The area was opened up and, he believes, re-packed, compacted, patched then overlayed.  Reportedly, everyone was happy.  Mr. Cronce then extended a Happy New Year to all.

Tom Molnar relayed his appreciation to Mayor Fisher for his dedicated service, noting specifically Mr. Fisher’s first year in office when the budget was in shambles and the dramatic easel presentation delivered.  Mr. Molnar then commented on Mr. Fisher’s handling of Hurricane Sandy including provision of coffee, donuts and beer to the Canadian linemen working to restore power; utilizing rabbit ears at the house to receive the news; and, trips to McDonald’s for WiFi access to keep up Township communications.  Also relayed as notable accomplishments were the solar project; the lawsuit that was eliminated; rebuilding the police department from ‘3 cars and a bullhorn’ to the best in the South County; and, the return of the surplus.  Mr. Molnar stated that he enjoyed working with Mr. Fisher.     

Mrs. Urbanski added her thanks to the mayor for six years of wonderful things, noting that she will miss him greatly.  She questioned whether he will serve on the Open Space committee.  Congratulations were also extended to Steve Bergenfeld on his upcoming term on the Township Committee.

Dave Beaumont came forward to reference some promises made in Mr. Fisher’s campaign flyer—preserve open space, maintain rural character, reduce complexity, provide fiscal responsibility and municipal services, settle the law suit and establish a financial committee—all of which were accomplished.  For all this, Mr. Beaumont extended his appreciation to the mayor.

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE AND/OR PUBLIC HEARING  
Public Hearing:  Ordinance 11, 2015  An Ordinance to Amend and Supplement Chapter 109, 

Part 4, Article XXI, of the Code of the Township of West Amwell (Environmental Features)  

Proof of publication in the December 10, 2015 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat was presented.  The ordinance has been posted and available to the public since its introduction at the December 2, 2015 Township Committee meeting and mailed to surrounding municipalities and the Hunterdon County Planning Board.  The Ordinance has been reviewed by the Planning Board, who found that the edits do not impact the intent of the ordinance and adoption of the corrected copy is recommended.  Mr. Fisher read the Ordinance by title and opened the public hearing.  
Mrs. Urbanski came forward to recommend that the last line under D (3) end after the word ‘plan.’  

Hearing no further comments, the public hearing was closed.  

Rich motion to adopt the Ordinance, with the correction indicated, and Fisher seconded.  The motion was approved unanimously.    
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS
Open Space
      - Project Status Update:  Mr. Cronce reported that the Lambert property closed last week.  The new owner of the former Toll N property is cleaning it up.  The latter took a long time but finally closed.  Holcombe is moving forward toward preservation.  Talks continue with Fulper concerning their two properties.  Mr. Rich commented that ‘it’s been a good run’ on preservation activities.  Approximately 500 acres have been added to the preserved column.
Ag Advisory
      - Authorization to Post October 1, 2015 Minutes to Website:  Approved
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Updates - 1) Concerning the unsafe structure situation on Rt 31, Attorney Faherty relayed that the foreclosure in lieu of deed doesn’t apply here.  Mr. Fisher spoke with the Historic people and thinks that it can be knocked down.  However, he is waiting to hear back.  He also noted that the place is a dump; has asbestos siding; and, has no architectural features of note.  The Historic representative is to be contacted to verify where the project stands.  Attorney Faherty questioned the required application referenced earlier and noted ownership difficulties…the last being Mr. Helleva.  The latter deeded the property to a Trenton attorney who failed to perfect the 
December 30, 2015 Minutes

Page 4

court action.  Mr. Rich offered to contact Mr. Helleva about a sign off.  2)  The Township has won their ratio challenge per initial notification received.  Mr. Beaumont presented and overviewed his chart of projected 2016-2017 school year tax showing a savings of $62,000 spread over the two-year school period.  He also gave credit to Assessor Gill for his work.  Mr. Rich offered that this was a good project and that the Township should only pay their fair share.  3)  Ryan Marrone has been sent a letter from Attorney Faherty concerning what needs to be deleted from the lease according to the Township’s insurance advisors on the SHREC power purchase agreement.    The request was for Mr. Marrone to get back with an amended agreement with extension but there’s been no further word.  4)  The new target for bidding the generator is in January.  5)  The Rocktown-Lamb. Road work has been completed although final site restoration/grading and grass seeding will likely wait until spring.  
Continued Discussion & Possible Resolution for Traffic Enforcement Agreement with East Amwell – After a brief discussion of some budget difficulties at East, the governing body agreed to keep the 2016 contract at 4 hours/week and $15,000.  The East Amwell administrator has advised that if the new contract remains static, it will be approved.  An updated contract will be prepared and forwarded to East Amwell. 
RESOLUTION #177-2015
Authorizing a Shared Services Agreement for Traffic Enforcement Services

WHEREAS, the municipality of West Amwell Township has proposed to share traffic enforcement services with the municipality of East Amwell; and,  

WHEREAS, shared services are authorized by N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1, et seq; and,

WHEREAS, East Amwell has reviewed the Shared Services Agreement 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of West Amwell, County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey, that the Mayor and Clerk are authorized to sign the Shared Services Agreement for Traffic Enforcement Services as presented under the terms and conditions agreed to by the signatories.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the terms of this Shared Services Agreement shall begin January 1, 2016   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution and the executed Shared Services Agreement be forwarded to the Department of Community Affairs.

Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Rich, seconded by Dale.

NEW BUSINESS
PSE&G Vegetation Management along Alexauken Creek – Mayor Fisher reviewed recent conversations with several individuals concerning the referenced project.  He was walked through the area and shown the clearing to be done.  Although the neighbors may not be happy, if there are trees under the power lines, they will be cut to the ground and that there are easements in place.  As for the 150 foot creek buffers, those trees will be topped as per previous events.  All vegetation will be eliminated with the exception of plants incapable of reaching the power line.
Fimbel Driveway Pipe Issue/Chapter 75 of Code – Attorney Faherty advised that he met with Road Supervisor Rollero and that the ordinance was followed to the letter.  An appeal could have been made but the homeowner has dropped the ball.  The Township Committee can deny any appeal now as not timely as there was no correspondence to the Township Committee per the ordinance.  Mr. Cronce relayed that a register letter was sent and ignored.  The desire was to work with the homeowner but it didn’t work out and that Mr. Fimbel alleged that prior maintenance caused the problem.  Mr. Cronce inquired whether the Township could now install the pipe and place a lien on the property.  The attorney will research this aspect and noted that a complaint could also be filed in municipal court.  It was mutually agreed that a letter be sent to the homeowner stating that within 10 days the repair will be made by the Road Department and that a bill for the cost of same would follow.  
PTO West Amwell School/Raffle Application – Captain Bartzak has reviewed the application and has found no reason to deny.

 December 30, 2015 Minutes

Page 5

     - Findings & Determination:  These were reviewed and approved as presented on motion by Dale, seconded by Fisher.
      - Resolution:  
RESOLUTION #178-2015
WHEREAS, application has been received the Township of West Amwell to grant a raffle license, and

WHEREAS, no objections have been received the Clerk of the Township, nor were any objections made at the regular meeting.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the raffle license be granted


TO:

PTO West Amwell School


BENEFIT:
Help Offset Costs for the 6th Grade Educational Class Trip 


DATE:
            February 24, 2016

TIME:

2:00 p.m.

LOCATION:    West Amwell School




1417 Route 179, Lambertville NJ  08530

The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Dale, seconded by Fisher.
Interest/Attendance at Upcoming League Seminars (Orientation; Legislative Day; Budgets) – No interest was expressed in attending these seminars at the present time.
2016 Reorganization – 1) The draft agenda for the Re-organization meeting was presented for review.  2)  Proposed resolutions were provided.  A possible meeting time change to 7 p.m was not endorsed.  3) The four proposals for bond counsel were briefly discussed as to cost.  Mr. Rich will provide confirmation to the Clerk as to selection.  4)  A list of openings for appointment was provided.  
5)  The update depot flyer was presented.  Copies will be made for distribution on Saturday.  
2016 Covanta Agreement for Garbage Disposal – This agreement has been shared with Mr. Little but no comment received.  The new agreement was unanimously approved.  Covanta will be so notified so that the Township will be able to deposit the weekly garbage.
Resolution Refunding Overpayment of Permit Fee – A memo from the Construction Official was received requesting action.
RESOLUTION #179-2015

WHEREAS, it has been determined by the Construction Official of West Amwell Township that the following permit fee can be refunded due to overpayment on Permit #15-00322; and  

WHEREAS, the Township Committee has approved a refund of the following amount

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of West Amwell that the Treasurer is hereby authorized to refund the following amount to the applicant:



Applicant




Amount Refunded


Michelle Lynn Heide





$22.00


72 Welisewitz Road


Ringoes NJ  08551

The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Dale, seconded by Fisher.
Authorization to Post Planning Board Activities Notice to Website & Facebook – Planning Board Chair Rob Tomenchok requested that approval be made to post the following:
On 18 November the Township Committee introduced an ordinance to update our Land Use Ordinance (chapter 109). This is the culmination of many months of work by the Planning Board in consultation with the Public, our Planner, Engineer, Attorney and Zoning Officer. We updated the ordinance for a variety of reasons: First of which is feedback from the Zoning Board of Adjustment (the body that adjudicates variances); Second, from our own experiences hearing applications we found that the ordinance was out-of-date; Third, we wanted to provide our 
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Zoning Officer with a more useful tool – giving him latitude as well as explicit instructions accordingly. It is now comprised of a one-page table, a series of definitions, and a series of 
conditions. Throughout our deliberations the Planning Board has maintained the basic tenet of preservation of property rights while being mindful of the impact on the neighbors. Feel free to check out the new ordinance on the township website or contact a member of the Planning Board for more information.
Fisher motioned to approve the posting and Dale seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Fire Company Equipment
      - Resolution Amending State Contract Purchase:
RESOLUTION #180-2015
Amending RESOLUTION #167-2015
BE IT RESOLVED that RESOLUTION #167-2015  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Authorizing Contracts with Certain Approved State Contract Vendors for Contracting Units Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40a:11-12A is hereby amended to provide turnout gear for the Township Fire Company as follows:  


Referenced State Contract Vendors

Commodity/Service


Vendor



State Contract #


Cairns/MSA Black Helmets
Continental Fire & Safety Inc.

        80953





2740 Kuser Road





Hamilton NJ  08691

The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Dale, seconded by Fisher.
      - Resolution Approving Purchase of Turn Out Gear:

RESOLUTION #181-2015

Amending Resolution #168-2015
WHEREAS, there is a need to purchase additional pieces of turn out gear for the fire company of the Township of West Amwell, in the County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey as follows;
1) 5 Cairns/MSA black helmets @258.72 each ($1,293.60) 
and,

WHEREAS, these items can be purchased through the following State Contract vendor; 

#80953    Continental Fire & Safety, Inc. 

and

WHEREAS, the maximum amount of all purchases is $15,000.00; and   

WHEREAS the CFO has certified to the Township Clerk that funds are available in the Ordinance 5, 2015; and

WHEREAS, public bids are not required when the purchase is under a state contract in accordance with 40A:11-12 of the Local Public Contracts Law.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of West Amwell, in the County of Hunterdon that the CFO is hereby authorized and directed to approve and forward Purchase Requisitions to the stated vendors for the commodities listed above.  
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Rich, seconded by Dale.
Discussions – 1) A recent clothing purchase for the police secretary/matron was questioned as to authorization as this is not something previously provided. There is no clothing allowance for the position under the police contract or personnel manual.  Although not seen as a particular problem, if there is to be an allotment, it should be included in the personal manual, like that of the DPW.  2)  A recent application for a solicitor permit was relayed.  Attorney Faherty has reviewed the application and found it appropriate but noted that same should be 
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forwarded to Captain Bartzak for review and approval.  This has been done and a background check is being conducted by Detective Skillman.  This information is being supplied to alert the  
Committee should calls from residents be received.  The fee for a solicitor’s permit is quite outdated as the ordinance is of 1964 vintage.  Fees charged by some other municipalities were relayed as examples.  It was agreed that the ordinance be reviewed for 2016 and the fee situation be addressed to reflect police work involved.  3)  A renewal insurance policy for the West Amwell Fire Company and West Amwell Auxiliary to cover property, general liability, etc., was presented.  A question about whether a terrorism provision be included was raised.  Mr. Rich requested that the risk manager be contacted by e-mail about grace period, coverage and numbers.   
Resolution for Drive Sober Crackdown – The following was requested by the Police Department.
RESOLUTION #182-2015
Supporting the Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over 2015 Statewide Holiday Crackdown 

 

Whereas, approximately one-third of all fatal traffic crashes in the United States involve drunk drivers; and
 

Whereas, impaired driving crashes cost the United States almost $50 Billion a year; and
 

Whereas, 27% of motor vehicle fatalities in New Jersey in 2014 were alcohol-related; and
 

Whereas, an enforcement crackdown is planned to combat impaired driving; and
 

Whereas, the holiday season is traditionally a time of social gatherings which include alcohol; and
 

Whereas, the State of New Jersey, Division of Highway Traffic Safety, has asked law enforcement agencies throughout the state to participate in the Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over 2015 Statewide Holiday Crackdown; and
 

Whereas, the project will involve increased impaired driving enforcement from December 11 through December 31, 2015; and
 

Whereas, an increase in impaired driving enforcement and a reduction in impaired driving will save lives on our roadways;
 

Therefore, be is resolved that the governing body of West Amwell Township declares its support for the Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over 2015 Statewide Holiday Crackdown from December 11 through December 31, 2015 and pledges to increase awareness of the dangers of drinking and driving.
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Fisher, seconded by Dale.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Mr. Beaumont inquired about the 5 man committee ordinance/resolution for 2016.  He also questioned whether the current pot of money paid to the Township Committee would be split now between five.  Mr. Beaumont then reported on a recent school board meeting and the strategic plan, which is not currently transparent.  This is something needed in order to create a regional district beyond just budget implications.  He was concerned that this plan, which is to be community based, was not to start until March.  Mr. Fisher advised that it was his impression that the Board was going to wait 3 years to start this.  
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
Treasurer – 

      
RESOLUTION #183-2015
(Copy Attached to Original Minutes)
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Fisher, seconded by Rich.
Presentation of Bills for Approval:   
RESOLUTION #184-2015
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BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of West Amwell that the vouchers listed on the Bill List, in the amount of $461,577.35, dated December 30, 2015, as 
presented by the Township Treasurer/Chief Financial Officer, be paid from existing appropriations.

Fisher motioned to approve the evening’s bills for payment.  Rich seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Treasurer Report:   Appropriations through December 30, 2015 were provided and reviewed.  
Tax Collector – 





RESOLUTION #185-2015

WHEREAS, there an overpayment of taxes for the following blocks and lots, and 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Tax Collector to return these small balances to surplus before the New Year,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following credits be cancelled:

BLOCK/LOT




AMOUNT

3/20.58




.02





5/13





.01






6/13





.01






8/37





.20






11/5.15




.01





12/25





.01






12/56





.01






21/5





.01






22/1





.01






33/9





.01






39/4





.75






3/20.20




.01





8/42





.73






30/16



                      1.00









TOTAL:  



          2.79 (Cash ADJ)











The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Dale, seconded by Fisher.







RESOLUTION #186-2015

WHEREAS, there exists taxes due for the following blocks and lots, and 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Tax Collector to cancel these small balances before the New Year,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following balances be cancelled:

BLOCK/LOT




AMOUNT

8/17





.65






8/29.01




.26





12/16





.01






13/18





.93






13/63



                     1.00






19/1.09




.67





21/31





.37






21/31Q




.38





22/4





.10






23/25.02




.59






23/32





.46






28/22.01




.01






28/24





.10






33/6.08




.03






6/10





.60















TOTAL:  



          6.16 


December 30, 2015 Minutes

Page 9

The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Dale, seconded by Fisher.
The monthly report for November 2015 was received showing receipts in the amount of 
$2,403,666.55.
Construction – The Permit Fee Log Summary for November 2015 reflects the issuance of 16 permits for a total of $7,389.00 for West Amwell.  Thirteen (13) CA’s were processed per the Certificate Log Summary.  The Permit Fee Log Summary for East Amwell reported 27 permits issued and $5,444.00 collected.  Twenty nine (29) CA’s were processed according to the Certificate Log Summary.
Police – The November 2015 Monthly Report showing 755 incidents, 140 summonses and no  warnings was received.  Fifteen (15) summonses were issued in conjunction with the shared service with East Amwell. 
Website Review – No comment
The reports were received and reviewed without comment.  
CORRESPONDENCE
The correspondence as listed on the Agenda was ordered filed.

ADJOURNMENT

Prior to adjourning the meeting, Mr. Fisher took the opportunity to thank everyone for their help, which made life pleasant, and that the employees were good.  A lot was accomplished, notably,  all suits were settled, the debt refinanced, garbage and recycling was brought in-house, e-cycling was established, the police department was rebuilt and the building department restructured.  In addition, the road department was re-built, a change of insurance broker was accomplished, and there’s now a shared service with East Amwell for the construction office.  He credited Mr. Rich for the latter.   Also, another 500 acres has been preserved.  That, along with the energy aggregation program, good things were done.  Although the solar panels didn’t work out, it’ll be something for the new committee to decide.  
Mr. Rich commented that Mr. Fisher did all the ‘dirty’ work this year and Committeeman-elect Bergenfeld extended his appreciation to the mayor.

Attorney Faherty offered his praise as well, noting that he has worked with a good many committeeman but George is #1 on his list, with no doubt about it.  Not even close.    

There being no further business, the meeting was unanimously adjourned at 9:26 p.m. on motion from Dale.  







Respectfully submitted,








_________________________








Lora L. Olsen, RMC








Township Clerk

APPROVED:  January 20, 2016
