
 

 WEST AMWELL TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING  
 November 16, 2016 - 7:30 p.m. 
  
CALL TO ORDER AND STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPEN PUBLIC 
MEETINGS ACT 
The regular meeting of the West Amwell Township Committee was called to order at 7:34 p.m.  
Present were Deputy Mayor John Dale, Committeeman Stephen Bergenfeld, Clerk Lora Olsen 
and Attorney Philip J. Faherty III.  Also in attendance were Committeeman-elect James Cally, 
John Cronce, Gordon Haas, Dave Beaumont, and Cathy Urbanski.  Mayor Zach Rich was 
absent. 
 
Deputy Mayor Dale announced that this meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open 
Public Meetings Act.  Notice of this meeting was included in the Resolution faxed to the 
Hunterdon County Democrat and Trenton Times on January 7, 2016, was posted on the bulletin 
board in the Municipal Building on said date and has remained continuously posted as required 
under the Statute.  A copy of this notice is and has been available to the public and is on file in 
the office of the Municipal Clerk. 
 
The meeting was recorded via digital recording system.    
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE AMERICAN FLAG  
All in attendance joined in the pledge to the nation’s flag. 
 
AGENDA REVIEW BY TOWNSHIP CLERK 
No additions or deletions at this time.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Municipal Offices Closed November 24 & 25 for Thanksgiving  
• Township Committee Meeting Schedule:  December 7th & 28th  
• Please Come to the Table if You Wish to Address the Committee 
• Kindly Turn Cell Phones Off During Meeting 

 
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES 
The November 2, 2016 Regular meeting minutes were unanimously approved on motion  
Bergenfeld, seconded by Dale.   
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC/TOPIC NOT ON THE AGENDA 
Gordon Haas of 50 Weeden Street came forward to explain the situation with his driveway; 
inquired as to whether it is a public road; and, that there’s no match-up between the tax maps 
and his survey.  He stated that confusion exists as the current tax map doesn’t show the road in 
front of his property although the one from 1999 does and questioned why the surveys show a 
road. Sometime between 1999 and the 2005 on-line tax map, the road was left off the tax map.  
Mr. Haas presented an 1861 map of the area obtained from Hunterdon County that was filed by 
the Town of Lambertville and West Amwell Township that shows a road.  He is looking for the 
Township to plow and maintain the road to reduce liability issues with a neighbor who cross the 
Haas property to reach his own.  The latter situation has existed for the 30 years that the current 
owners have occupied their homes. 
 
Attorney Faherty inquired whether the road in question was ever dedicated and accepted by the 
Township and if the road had ever been maintained by either municipality.  The former is 
unknown and the latter was answered as ‘no.’ He also noted that there’s not enough information  
to make determination but that the other property cannot be land locked.  Attorney Faherty also 
relayed that if dedication cannot be shown, it is not a road.  In addition, it would have had to be 
actually accepted by the Township.  He suggested that the title company search the records 
and present something to the Township as to road dedicated/acceptance.   
 
Mr. Haas expressed appreciation and left the meeting at 7:58 p.m. 
 
Dave Beaumont came forward extending congratulations to Mr. Cally for his recent election 
victory.  Mr. Beaumont then inquired as to the status of Rock Road West/Corsalo Road 
intersection.  Township engineer Burr will be contacted. 
 
SPECIAL PRESENTATION(S) 
Annual Stormwater Training – Cathy Urbanski presented and distributed a packet of 
information on the responsibilities and permitting requirements of Tier B municipalities as part of 
the State mandated training for officials.  A flyer from NJDEP/Clean Water group about oil  
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leaked on streets and where it winds up, e.g., streams and the Delaware River, which is drinking 
water, and the need for these to be kept clean.  She reviewed the topic of ‘what is stormwater 
pollution’; steps that can be taken by the general public to help keep the environment clean; 
and, the steps that West Amwell has taken through various ordinances to minimize stormwater 
pollution.   She noted that there is lots of good information on the Township website as well.  
The most recent stormwater control measures made to the municipal property using 319h grant 
funds included the replacement of a non-functioning detention basin that was causing serious 
erosion; the use of bio-retention soils to prevent run-off into the head waters of the Alexauken 
Creek; the plantings of various shrubs; and, the creation of a buffered meadow of wild flowers 
that will, when filled-in, reduce maintenance to a once per year mowing in the fall.  Appreciation 
was extended for the presentation and Mrs. Urbanski left the meeting at 8:11 p.m. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE AND/OR PUBLIC HEARING   
The introduction of Ordinances 14 and 15, 2016 were held for the December 7th meeting. 
       
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Open Space 
      - Authorization to Post July 12, 2016 Minutes to Website:  Approved 
      - Project Status Updates:  John Cronce reported that he and Hal Shute attended the recent  
meeting of the CADB and that they are moving quickly with Holcombe, although a slight  
property line adjustment was needed.  A closing in January is now anticipated due to the  
holidays.  The Runkle applications are moving forward.  A green light letter was received from  
the SADC on one of the properties which means that appraisals can be obtained.  Mr.Cronce  
projects a possible closing by the end of 2017.   
 
Environmental 
      - Authorization to Post October 13, 2016 Minutes to Website:  Approved 
 
Ag Advisory 
      - Authorization to Post September 1, 2016 Minutes to Website:  Approved  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Possible Appointments – None 
 
Updates – 1) With regard to Block 46 Lots 5, 6, 7, Attorney Faherty relayed that the title 
company is in the process of conducting the search on the remaining two lots (6 & 7).  Lot 5 was 
completed previously due to deed information provided. Lot 7 is made up of four or five 25 foot 
lots with two tax foreclosures.  He’s confident that all will be good soon.  2)  The construction 
clearance item was once again held.  3)  Nothing to report on the status of the Route 31 demo 
project.  4)  There’s been no word from the township engineer as to whether he’s located a state 
contract installer for the generator or if this has gone to formal bid.  Status of the situation will 
be checked. 
     
2017 Professional Services Direction – The consensus was to retain the current 
professionals for next year.  Contracts will be solicited through a non-fair and open process. 
 
Shared Service with East Amwell for Traffic Enforcement, Possible Changes for 2017 – A 
call was placed to Tim Matheny and a voice mail message left.  There has been no return call 
and the assumption is that he is at the League convention. 
 
ONYX Request for Internet Access and Wireless Capability in the Municipal Building – 
This is in the hands of the mayor.  Concern was raised about capability/reliability of our internet 
as it tends to go down without warning.  Mr. Bergenfeld offered his opinion that any needed 
upgrade to the system would be on ONYX.    
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Election Results & Next Steps – With the election over and the Republican slate elected, a 
date for the January re-organization meeting is needed as well as whether the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesday meeting dates will continue.  Given certain schedules, January 2nd at 7:30 p.m. was 
selected and a resolution setting this date will be presented at the December 7th meeting.  Once 
confirmed, the re-organization date has to be published. 
 
Statewide Insurance Fund –  The following are annual requirements of the Fund. 
      - Resolution Appointment Risk Management Consultant: 
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RESOLUTION #148-2016 
RESOLUTION APPOINTING RISK MANAGEMENT CONSULTANT 

 
 WHEREAS, West Amwell Township (hereinafter “Local Unit”) has joined the Statewide 
Insurance Fund (hereinafter “Fund”), a joint insurance fund as defined in N.J.S.A. 40A:10-36 et 
seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Bylaws require participating members to appoint a Risk Management 
Consultant, as those positions are defined in the Bylaws, if requested to do so by the “Fund”; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Unit has complied with relevant law with regard to the 
appointment of a Risk management Consultant; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the “Fund” has requested its members to appoint individuals or entities to 
that position; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of “Local Unit”, in the 
County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 

1. West Amwell Township hereby appoints  
George Gravenstine its local Risk Management Consultant. 

 
2. The Deputy Mayor (authorized representative of the public entity) and Risk 

Management Consultant are hereby authorized to execute the Risk Management 
Consultant’s Agreement for the year 2017 in the form attached hereto. 

 
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Dale, seconded by Bergenfeld.  
      

      - Risk Management Consultant Agreement:  Deputy Mayor Dale signed this agreement as 
approved in the foregoing resolution. 
 
      - Resolution Appointing Fund Commissioner: 
   

RESOLUTION #149-2016 

 

STATEWIDE INSURNCE FUND  
RESOLUTION APPOINTING FUND COMMISSIONER 

 

 WHEREAS, West Amwell Township (hereinafter “Local Unit”) is a member of the 

Statewide Insurance Fund (hereinafter “Fund”), a joint insurance fund as defined in N.J.S.A. 

40A:10-36 et seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Fund’s Bylaws require participating members to appoint a  

Fund Commissioner; 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of West Amwell 

Township that John Dale is hereby appointed as the Fund Commissioner for the Local Unit for 

the year 2017; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Zach Rich is hereby appointed as the Alternate 

Fund Commissioner for the Local Unit for the year 2017; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Local Unit’s Fund Commissioner is  

authorized and directed to execute all such documents as required by the Fund. 

 
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Bergenfeld, seconded by Dale.   
 
Raffle Application – West Amwell 6th Grade Class (December) 
      - Findings & Determination:  The items were reviewed, agreed upon, and decision made that  
the license be granted.   
 



November 16, 2016 Minutes 
Page 4 
 
      - Resolution:    

    RESOLUTION #150-2016 
WHEREAS, application has been received the Township of West Amwell to grant a raffle 
license, and 
 
WHEREAS, no objections have been received the Clerk of the Township, nor were any 
objections made at the regular meeting. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the raffle license be granted 
 
 TO:  PTO West Amwell School 
 BENEFIT: Help Offset Costs for the 6th Grade Educational Class Trip  
 DATE:             December 21, 2016 
 TIME:  12:00 p.m. 
 LOCATION:    West Amwell School 
   1417 Route 179, Lambertville NJ  08530 
 
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Dale, seconded by Bergenfeld.  
 
Raffle Application – West Amwell 6th Grade Class (February) 
      - Findings & Determination:  The items were reviewed, agreed upon, and decision made that  
the license be granted.   
      - Resolution:  

    RESOLUTION #151-2016 
WHEREAS, application has been received the Township of West Amwell to grant a raffle 
license, and 
 
WHEREAS, no objections have been received the Clerk of the Township, nor were any 
objections made at the regular meeting. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the raffle license be granted 
 
 TO:  PTO West Amwell School 
 BENEFIT: Help Offset Costs for the 6th Grade Educational Class Trip  
 DATE:             February 3, 2017 
 TIME:  12:00 p.m. 
 LOCATION:    West Amwell School 
   1417 Route 179, Lambertville NJ  08530 
 
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Dale, seconded by Bergenfeld.  
 
Professional Services Contract/Revision to Existing/Dragan – The firm of Ballard & Dragan 
is no longer in business due to Mr. Ballard’s appointment to a judgeship.  Mrs. Dragan has 
transitioned to the firm of Mason, Griffin & Pierson.   
 
The professional services contract as amended was approved on motion by Bergenfeld, 
seconded by Dale. 
 
West Amwell Fire Company re: Application of New Junior Member – Questions were raised 
as to what the position of junior member entails and the varied dates on the application.  The 
need for more information was advanced and also that a better copy of the application be 
obtained.  No action taken. 
 
Resolution Awarding Purchase of Salt Spreader for DPW – Road Supervisor Rollero has 
requested this purchase. 
 

RESOLUTION #152-2016 
WHEREAS, a 96” tail gate salt spreader for use on DPW’s F-450 Mason dump truck is needed; 
and    
 
WHEREAS, quotes were solicited by the Road Supervisor and received as follows:    
 
  Trius Inc.    $5,825.00 
  Creston Hydraulic   $6,375.00 
  U.S. Municipal Supply   $4,876.00 
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WHEREAS, the quotes are under the bid threshold; and  
 
WHEREAS, the apparent low quote was provided by U.S. Municipal Supply; and 
 
WHEREAS, a Business Registration Certification has been received 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the West Amwell Township Committee that the quote for a 
96” tail gate salt spreader be awarded to U.S. Municipal Supply for $4,876.00  
 
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Bergenfeld, seconded by Dale.  
 
Ennis Memorial Resolution – The following resolution was read into the minutes by Deputy  
Mayor Dale. 
 

RESOLUTION #153-2016 
WHEREAS, on November 12, 2016, John Ennis passed from life on this earth as part of 
the sovereign plan of our Almighty God; and 
 
WHEREAS, John was raised in West Amwell, was a long-time area resident and spent 
a total of 20 plus years in the West Amwell Police Department serving the community 
with loyalty and dedication until his disability retirement in 2010  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee, acting on behalf 
of the residents of West Amwell, that John Ennis be recognized as having served his 
community in a dedicated, honest and unselfish manner, devoting many hours to the 
well-being of the residents of West Amwell Township; and,   
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that sincere condolences be extended to his family in 
appreciation of his influence as an individual and public servant.  May we all endeavor 
to be citizens showing John’s character and dedication so that West Amwell may 
continue to be kind of community he could be proud to say was his home on earth. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in addition to spreading this Resolution in the 
records of the Township, a copy be presented to John’s family together with our deep 
sympathy.   
 
____________________      ____________________   ____________________ 
        Zachary T. Rich                John Dale         Stephen Bergenfeld 
             Mayor                     Committeeman            Committeeman 
 
Attest:  _____________________ 
               Lora L. Olsen, RMC 
                 Township Clerk 
 
The Resolution was unanimously approved on motion by Dale, with a seconded from 
Bergenfeld.          
 
Personnel Policy Manual - Held 
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
Mr. Beaumont noted the election results and inquired about what is under consideration for 
compensation—split the current pot or add additional.  He stated that this was something 
discussed by the public during the campaign as the selling point for a 5 person committee was 
to spread out the workload, contain costs, and open things up to more people in the community.  
A brief discussion over process involved ensued.  The compensation level is still up for 
discussion at some later time. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
Treasurer –  
Resolutions – Proposed resolutions has listed on the agenda were held.   
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Presentation of Bills for Approval:     

 
RESOLUTION #154-2016 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of West Amwell that the 
vouchers listed on the Bill List, in the amount of $2,055,928.79 dated November 16, 2016, as 
presented by the Township Treasurer/Chief Financial Officer, be paid from existing 
appropriations. 
 
Dale motioned to approve the evening’s bills for payment, seconded by Bergenfeld.  Motion 
carried unanimously.   
 
Treasurer Report:   Appropriations through November 16, 2016 were provided and reviewed.   
 
Tax Collector – The monthly report for October 2016 was received showing receipts in the 
amount of $850.361.49.   
 
Construction – The Permit Fee Log Summary for October 2016 reflect the issuance of 33 
permits for a total of $25,246.00 for West Amwell.  One (1) CO and twenty four (24) CA’s were 
processed per the Certificate Log Summary.  The Permit Fee Log Summary for East Amwell 
reported 35 permits issued and $9,575.00 collected.  One (1) CO and thirty one (31) CA’s were 
processed according to the Certificate Log Summary. 
 
Court – The October 2016 monthly report was received showing a ticket total of 224 (131 local) 
and the receipt of $6,714.04.  
 
Police – The October 2016 Monthly Report showing 945 incidents, 132 summonses and 4 
warnings was received.  Twenty three (23) summonses were issued in conjunction with the 
shared service with East Amwell.  
 
Website Review – No comments. 
 
The reports were accepted as provided and without comment.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
The correspondence as listed on the Agenda was ordered filed. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business, the meeting was unanimously adjourned at 8:56 p.m. on 
motion from Bergenfeld.   
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       _________________________ 
       Lora Olsen, RMC 
       Township Clerk 
  
 
 
 
APPROVED:  December 7, 2016 


