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WEST AMWELL TOWNSHIP  
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

Reorganization/Regular Meeting 
January 27, 2009 

 
The West Amwell Township Zoning Board of Adjustment Reorganization/Regular 
meeting was called to order at 7:32 PM by Board Secretary Donna Griffiths.   
 
The following statement of compliance with the Open Public Meetings Law as 
listed on the meeting agenda was read into the record by Secretary Griffiths: This 
meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Law.  
This meeting was included in a list of meetings noticed in the January 24, 2008, 
edition of the Hunterdon County Democrat and transmitted to the Trenton Times.  
Notice has been posted accordingly and a copy of this notice is available to the 
public and is on file in the Zoning Board of Adjustment Office. 
 
The meeting was recorded via digital recording system and copy of CD is on file 
in the Zoning Board of Adjustment Office. 
 
Secretary Griffiths led the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag. 
 
OATH OF OFFICE: 
 
Oath of office was administered by Attorney Palilonis to the following Board 
members: 
Brian Fitting – 4 yr. term (exp. 12/31/12) 
 
Administering of the oath of office to be carried over to the next meeting for the 
following Board members: 
Robert Fulper – 4 yr. term (unexp. through 12/31/12) 
Alt. #2 (2 yr. unexp. term through 12/31/10) - Open 
 
ATTENDANCE/ROLL CALL: 
 
Roll call on attendance:  John Cronce-present, Ruth Hall-present, Brian Fitting-
present, Joseph Romano-present, Dave Sanzalone-present, Gary Langfelder-
present,  
Joseph Rosina-present 
 
Absent: Robert Fulper 
 
Professionals Present: Stewart Palilonis, Board Attorney 
 
NOMINATIONS/APPOINTMENTS: 
 
Chairperson – Secretary Griffiths opened the floor for nominations for the 
position of Chairperson.  Nomination was cast by Hall for the appointment of 
John Cronce.  Motion was seconded by Romano.  Hearing no other nominations, 
the floor was closed to nominations. Motion carried on roll call vote – all ayes.  
John Cronce appointed as Chairperson for 2009. 
 
Vice Chairperson – Chairman Cronce opened the floor for nominations for the 
position of Vice Chairperson.  Nomination was cast by Cronce for the 
appointment of Ruth Hall as Vice Chairperson.  Motion was seconded by 
Romano.Hearing no other nominations, the floor was closed to nominations.   
Motion carried on roll call vote – all ayes.  Ruth Hall appointed as Vice 
Chairperson for 2009. 
 
Secretary – Motion was made by Cronce with a second by Rosina for the 
appointment of Donna Griffiths as Board Secretary.  Motion carried on roll call 
vote – all ayes. 
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Deputy Secretary – Motion was made by Hall with a second by Rosina for the 
appointment of Betty Jane Hunt as Deputy Secretary.  Motion carried on roll call 
vote – all ayes. 

 
 
 
Minutes – January 27, 2009 
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PRESENTATION OF MINUTES:  
  
Regular Meeting Minutes – December 23, 2008 – Motion was made by Rosina 
with a second by Sanzalone for the approval of the minutes.  Motion carried on 
roll call vote – all ayes; Romano, Langfelder, Cronce-abstain.  
 
REORGANIZATION RESOLUTIONS: 
 
ZBA2009-01 – CONSENT AGENDA 
ZBA2009-02 – MEETING SCHEDULE 
ZBA2009-03 – DESIGNATION OF OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER 
ZBA2009-04 – APPOINTMENT OF BOARD ATTORNEY 
ZBA2009-05 – APPOINTMENT OF BOARD ENGINEER 
ZBA2009-06 – APPOINTMENT OF BOARD PLANNER 
 
Motion was made by Cronce with a second by Rosina for the adoption of 
resolutions 2009-01 through 2009-05 (attached hereto) and execution of 
professional services agreements by way of formal adoption of consent agenda 
2009-01.  Motion carried on roll call vote – all ayes. Resolution ZBA2009-06 not 
acted on; action carried to the next meeting due to the fact that a professional 
services agreement has not been received by the Planner. 
 
By-Laws Re-adoption - The most recent version of the Board's By-laws (dated 
10/28/08) was distributed.  Based on recommendation by Attorney Palilonis, 
motion was made by Hall with a second by Rosina for the re-adoption of the by-
laws.  Motion carried on roll call vote - all ayes. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Achievement in Planning Awards 2009 Nominations was received from the 
NJPO. 
 
A 2009 budget worksheet as provided by the Township Committee was 
received.  It was noted that there were no cuts made to the Zoning Board O.E. 
budget, however, the Deputy Secretary budget request of $200.00 was not 
approved. Discussion ensued regarding the cut in this line item.  Secretary 
Griffiths advised that this line item is established in the event that the Deputy 
Secretary is needed to fill in at meetings in the absence of the Board Secretary. It 
was agreed that in order for the Board to hold public hearings and conduct 
business within statutory time frames, the Deputy Secretary would need to be 
available to attend meetings in the absence of the secretary.  The Board 
Secretary will forward a memo to the Township Committee requesting these 
monies be reallocated in the Board's 2009 budget. 
    
PRESENTATION OF BILLS FOR PAYMENT: 
 
The following bills were presented: 
 
Stewart Palilonis - December 2008 services - $120.00 
 
Motion was made by Cronce with a second by Sanzalone for the approval of the 
bill as presented.  Motion carried on roll call vote - all ayes. 
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NJN Publishing - $12.17 - Vavrence Escrow Account; 
                             $12.17 - Longhi Escrow Account; 
NJPO 2009 Annual Dues - $175.00 ZBA O.E. 
 
Motion was made by Sanzalone with a second by Fitting for the approval of the 
bills as presented.  Motion carried on roll call vote - all ayes.   
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DISCUSSION: 
 
2008 Annual Report - ZBA2009-06 - Motion was made by Hall with a second by 
Rosina for the adoption of the annual report via Resolution 2009-06. Motion 
carried on roll call vote - all ayes. The Board Secretary will send a memorandum 
along with the report to the Planning Board and Township Committee requesting 
that there be continued review of the Township's ordinance standards by the 
Planning Board relative to the need for the establishment of size standards for 
farm buildings.  This request is a follow-up to Chairman Cronce's attendance at 
the 9/16/08 Planning Board meeting wherein request was made for a review of 
these standards.   
 
Other: 
 
Board member Rosina questioned whether due diligence has been followed in 
determining whether the Board is acting on applications within its purview, i.e 
some of the bulk variance applications. Attorney Palilonis advised that the Zoning 
Board has acted accordingly on applications that have been before the Board.  
He related that when the jurisdiction of an application is questionable, there are 
informal discussions between the Planning and Zoning Board attorneys, the 
Zoning Official, and the Board Secretary prior to matters being scheduled. 
Attorney Palilonis offered that some municipalities have a Development Review 
Advisory Board that reviews applications to determine the applicable Board.   
 
OPEN TO PUBLIC: 
 
There were no members of the public present.   
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Motion to adjourn at 8:10 PM was made by Hall with a second by Fitting.  All 
members voted in favor of adjournment.   
 
        

Respectfully submitted, 
 
       
       Donna M. Griffiths  
       Secretary 
        


