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WEST AMWELL TOWNSHIP  

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

REGULAR MEETING 

June 25, 2013 

 

The West Amwell Township Zoning Board of Adjustment regular meeting was called to order at 7:35PM 

by Chairman Fulper.   

The following statement of compliance with the Open Public Meetings Law as listed on the meeting 

agenda was summarized by Chairman Fulper:  This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the 

Open Public Meetings Law. This meeting was included in a list of meetings transmitted to the Hunterdon 

County Democrat and Trenton Times on January 31, 2013. Notice has been posted accordingly and a 

copy of this notice is available to the public and is on file in the Zoning Board of Adjustment Office. The 

meeting was recorded via digital recording system and a copy of the CD is on file in the Zoning Board of 

Adjustment Office. 

Chairman Fulper led the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag.   

ATTENDANCE/ROLL CALL: 

Roll call on attendance: John Cronce - present, Ruth Hall - present, Joe Romano - present,   

John Dale - present,  John Ashton - present,  Rob Borden (ALT. #1) - present,  

Robert Fulper - present. 

Absent:  Brian Fitting, Kevin Koveloski (ALT. #2) 

Professionals Present: Stewart Palilonis, Board Attorney; Tom Decker, Board Engineer 

Regular Meeting Minutes – May 28, 2013 –  Motion was made by Cronce with a second by Dale to 

accept the minutes as presented, with attached May 28, 2013 transcript. Roll call: Cronce-aye, Romano-

aye, Hall-aye, Dale-aye, Ashton-aye, Borden (ALT. #1)-aye, Fulper-aye. 

RESOLUTION(S) OF APPROVAL: none 

APPLICATION(S):  

Carried/Completeness/Public Hearing:  Messick – Block 21 Lot 7 – Route 31 – Appeal/Variance 

Request– Height/Accessory Structure (7:38 PM) 

 

Chairman Fulper related that, at the request of the applicant, the Messick application has been carried to 

the July 23, 2013 meeting, adding that due to the amount of elapsed time since the original notification 

was sent, it is necessary for the applicant to re-notice. 

 

Continued Public Hearing:  Garden Solar LLC – Block 18 Lot 1– 624 Brunswick Pike –  Use 

variance (7:38 PM) 

 

Chairman Fulper advised the applicant and members of the public that the public hearing has been closed 

and is now at the board’s discretion for a vote.  

  

Attorney Palilonis related, for the record, the board received letters from Assemblyman Reed Gusciora 

and homeowner Pamela Bland, adding that the letters were received after the public hearing was closed 

and would not be part of the record. 

 

See attached transcript dated June 25, 2013, prepared by Jacqueline Klapp, Certified Court Reporter, 

Flemington, NJ - present on behalf of the applicant Garden Solar.  
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cont’  Continued Public Hearing:  Garden Solar LLC – Block 18 Lot 1– 624 Brunswick Pike 

 

Motion was made by Ashton with a second by Dale to approve a variance for two primary uses with the 

collection of stipulations that have been accumulated on the record to date. Roll call: Cronce-aye, 

Romano-nay, Hall-aye, Dale-aye, Ashton-aye, Borden (ALT. #2)-nay, Fulper-aye.  5 ayes, 2 nays Motion 

carried. 7 ayes, 0 nays on the site plan. (8:16 PM)  
 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

The following items were distributed as correspondence:  

 

Email from Clerk Olsen on 6/7/13 re: special school election on Tuesday, 9/24/13. It will be 

necessary to reschedule our regular September meeting.  
 

Approval of Bill List 6/25/13: 

 

A motion by Cronce, seconded by Borden to approve the Bill List for payment was unanimously 

approved by voice vote. 

DISCUSSION:  

Secretary Hall thanked the Board for the opportunity to attend the 13
th
 Annual Planning & Zoning 

Conference on June 14, 2013. 

 

Board member Ashton expressed concern with the public approaching and thanking members of the 

Board during a public meeting, who voted in the same direction as their interest, stating it gives a wrong 

appearance.  

 

OPEN TO PUBLIC:  
 

The floor was opened to the public for comments/questions. (8:23PM) 

Alfonsina Comune – 122 Rock Road West – Indicated she would like a copy of the meeting recording 

and information on how to file an appeal.  She acknowledged this process was very difficult for all 

involved, expressing concerns with how the public was handled vs. how the attorney was handled.  

Stating the applicant was allowed to offer information that the public was not previously allowed to 

submit.  

Attorney Palilonis stated that once the resolution is approved, the rule of court says you have 45 days 

from publication of the notice of decision to file an appeal. There is no statutory requirement that the 

municipality publishes the notice of decision, but we do because we can’t rely on the applicant to do so. 

It must be published in one of the official newspaper for the township, in the legal section. 
 

Anthony Sabidussi – 122 Rock Road West - expressed objection with the remarks made by Attorney 

Wilson during his closing statement toward farming, stating that he feels farming is a noble profession 

and Mr. Wilson made the farmers sound like a bunch of renegades. 

 

Hearing no additional comments/questions, the floor was closed. (8:33PM) 

ADJOURNMENT: 

A motion by Cronce seconded by Dale to adjourn was unanimously approved by voice vote (8:33PM) 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ruth J. Hall 


