
West Amwell Township 
Environmental Commission 

July 9, 2009 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:35 pm by Chairperson Cathy Urbanski. 
 
In attendance: Carol Cavenaugh, , Dan Longhi, Robyn Myhre, Rob Piel, Ron Shapella, Cathy 
Urbanski,  Joan Van der Veen. 
 
Absent: Joel Coyne, Charity Hall, John Hoff. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
  
On a voice vote of all ayes, the minutes from 6-11-09 were approved. 
 
Opportunity for Public Comment: no members of the public were present. 
   
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
1. Newsletter – Cathy to continue to try to write article on snakes; Carol is working on the 
    T&E article; bird watching “club” and a bird walk to help people connect to nature and 
    to determine if there is community interest, Joan – Cathy to contact Justin Holohan to see 
    if there may be “jr” interest and to hopefully organize this. The need to have articles ready 
    for the newsletter soon was stressed. 
 
2. Farmers Market – Discussion of the success and ongoing progress. 
 
3. Sustainable Element of the Master Plan – Copies of the Element provided to members. 
   Joan and Cathy had worked on this. Materials had not previously been provided to 
   members.  EC members to send comments and changes by 7/12 for inclusion in the next  
   Planning Board meeting.  Sustainability guidance in the Master Plan discussed and Joan 
   explained in detail the aspects of a Master Plan and its general purpose.  Joan noted that the 
   Green Element for Sustainable Jersey is sorely lacking in addressing rural communities. 
 
4. Solar Panels and Wind Turbines – Rob questioned as to whether WAT had ordinances      
    regarding solar panels and windmills (none).  The DEP is involved with solar panels and  
    windmills and has not come to a conclusion as to whether either are a positive or negative.  
    Solar panels - Increase or no effect on stormwater? Are Solar Panels creating impervious 
    cover?  Windmills - Birds and bats in the Atlantic flyway to be considered since windmills  
    chop them up. The DEP is still studying this. Recommendation that the Planning Board  
    address this. 
 
5. Block 12 Lot 14 Septic – Cathy spoke with the County Health Department.  Application 
    was rejected in Jan.  Wet season testing was then done.  The application was again rejected 
    in June. 
 
 
 
 



 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
1.  Local Government Greenhouse Gas Reduction Grants Program – Discussion as to 
     possibly applying for an out reach project for Sustainable Jersey Program/Green Team 
     certification. Also discussed carbon sequestration: an inventory of open lands, how the 
     trees reduce greenhouse gasses, a ranking system for identifying land for preservation, 
     tree planting in residences and schools.  Members to decide what they wish to do by 
    August 12 (via email). 
 
2. Removal of Deed Restrictions – Rob led a discussion on the removal of a deed restriction 
    as it pertained to a current property in the Township whose owners wish to place a  
    driveway on the restricted portion of their property (because of wetlands).  Only the 
    Commissioner of the DEP can remove the restriction. 
 
 
Opportunity for Public Comment:  no members of the public were present. 
 
A motion to adjourn was made and on a voice vote of all ayes, the motion passed and the 
meeting ended at 9:01 pm. 


