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Minutes for the Environmental Commission 
June 12, 2014 

 
 

 

The meeting was called to order by the Chair at 7:30 pm.  
 

Members present – Clapp, Hall, Haug, Longhi, Neufeld, Urbanski, Van der Veen, Zuzov, 
Dale (TC liaison). 
Present also was John Haug, Planning Board member, to assist with questions on the Woodland 
Ordinance. 
Members absent – Piel. 

 

Minutes of May 8, 2014 were approved.  
 
Opportunity for Public Comment– Ron Shapella was present as a member of the public, but did not 
wish to comment at this time. 
 
Woodlands Ordinance – As requested by the Planning Board, the Commission reviewed the draft of 
the ordinance. After considerable discussion, questions and concerns, the members made the 
following comments and changes: 

 

1.  109-268 should have a section C which would be at the top of page 2: 

 

       C. The woodland retention and preservation plan shall include: 

 

2. 109-269 -  recommend that lot acreage in the table on page 2 be clarified to read: 

     

 2 - 2.99 

 3 - 3.99 

 4 - 4.99 

 

3. 109-269 page 3, D. 

 

      If woodlands are to be disturbed or removed, the applicant shall design the development 

in such a way as to avoid or minimize removal of woodlands which provide enhanced 

environmental or scenic value, which shall consist of woodlands in any of the following 

categories: need to address the timing of the removal to minimize disturbance of 

nesting T&E species. 
 

4. 109-269 page 4, F. Exceptions: 
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Add:  (5) Any invasive species of tree as listed in the West Amwell Township NRI 

subject to verification by the township’s Woodland Advisor. 

 

 

The members unanimously agreed with the intent and content of the ordinance with the above 

comments and changes and will communicate our support to the planning board. 

 

A copy of the draft Woodlands Ordinance is attached to these minutes for clarification of the 

recommendations 1-4, above. 
 

$10,000 Sustainable Jersey Small Grant – Final report was approved and the township has received 
the $5000 balance of the grant. 
 
 
319h grant –  
 

The Commission had received a memorandum from Steve Souza from Princeton Hydro with answers to 
questions posed to him in an email sent on May 22.  These questions came about after the members 
inspected the proposed dam site project on May 21. 

 

Members then discussed the SHRHS project for equipment purchase for the Environmental Sciences 
curriculum for testing water quality at several sites along the Alexauken Creek. Scott Ward, SHRHS 
science teacher, had sent the EC two proposals for equipment, $6000 and $11,000.  The EC approved 
the $6,000 with the understanding that we could possibly allocate more of this grant money in the 
future.  Since we have $14,000 left for Education and Outreach, we may have other projects which may 
need to be funded during the next four years. 
 

Janice offered to continue her communications with Mr. Ward and would inform him of the $6000 and 
clarify some points - 
In Mr. Ward’s formal letter to the EC, he requested a grant from the Commission for the purchase of 
equipment. Janice will explain to him that this is actually not a grant for the school from the EC and 
that West Amwell Township is the actual recipient of the grant.  The Environmental Commission has 
been allocated funding for educational activities and community outreach.  WAT will purchase the 
equipment and will be the owner of it, but it will be stored and used by SHRHS. 

 

Cathy will contact Princeton Hydro to determine what steps need to be taken next and if this project 
needs approval from the DEP. 
 
The members also discussed the following: ask that the students share the results from their 
monitoring with the EC and provide a presentation at an EC meeting; add a monitoring station pre and 
post dam decommissioning; recommended that a member from Princeton Hydro attend one of the 
Environmental Sciences classes to discuss the 319h grant and educate the students on services that 
they provide; possibly have the students discuss their monitoring on WDVR with the assistance of Joan 
Van der Veen; taking the students on a hike to the dam site; determine the size of the classes to better 
understand the need for multiple monitors, etc. 
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Newsletter – has been printed and mailed to all residents.  Members were pleased with the results. 
 
Sustainable Jersey Re-Certification – no news. 
 
Public comment – Ron Shapella, 26 Lakeview Rd., offered comments concerning the Woodlands 
Ordinance.  Mr. Shapella questioned the removal from the previous ordinance of the requirements for 
conservation easements, the applicability for minor subdivisions and priority woodlands. Members and 
Mr. Haug addressed these concerns.  It was recommended that Mr. Shapella attend the public hearing 
for the ordinance at the township committee meeting to further comment on the ordinance if he 
wished, as is would be an appropriate venue for his concerns. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:48 pm. 
 
Minutes prepared by C. Urbanski 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


