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Minutes for the Environmental Commission 
October 9, 2014 

 
 
 

 

The meeting was called to order by the Chair at 7:31 pm.  
 

Members present – Clapp, Haug, Longhi, Neufeld, Piel, Urbanski, Van der Veen, Zuzov, TC liaison Dale. 
Members absent – Hall. 

 

Minutes of July 10, 2014 were approved.  
 
Opportunity for Public Comment– no members of the public were present. 
 
 
319h grant –  
 
Dr. Steve Souza, President of Princeton Hydro, presented proposed plans for a rain garden and bio-
retention system for the municipal property.  The current rain garden is negatively affected by 
sediment buildup occluding the water flow.  The proposal would be to install a swale to the east of the 
current basin, remove the sediment buildup and plant a decorative raingarden with flowering plants, 
such as blackeyed-susans and coneflowers. The proposal for the bio-retention basin would be for a 
functional, utilitarian system, 100’-150’ in diameter, using the DEP’s bio-retention soil mix (sandy soil, 
7% organic matter), and would contain wet tolerant grasses  The basin would receive the runoff from 
the brush/compost piles/garage and would control the one year storm (“water quality storm”). A pipe 
system under the driveway could discharge controlled outfall into the field north of the concrete pad.  
This would control, not contain the hundred year storm. 
 
Members questioned the placement of the bio-retention system, the need for trees and shrubs to be 
planted there, the maintenance requirements (mow 1X/year, maintaining 8-12”, leave the thatch and 
seeds behind to build up organic matter) and invasive control.  Members wished to have some type of 
vegetated swale north of the concrete pad to catch the pollutants from the garbage truck and the 
runoff from the concrete. Also discussed was signage for public education/outreach. 
Comments were for the inclusion of step pools to the right of the road and determining if this was a 
ditch. 
Steve explained that the permitting process would be less difficult since this was a watershed of less 
than 50 acres.  Rob said that there would be new Flood Hazard rules from the DEP next month. 
Steve thanked the members for their input and will revise his draft plan.  We should receive an 
electronic copy shortly.  Steve will present the new proposal at the Township Committee meeting on 
November 10. 
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Woodlands Ordinance – It was noted that the amended ordinance was introduced on 9/24 and the 
public hearing is scheduled for 10/22 

 
Penn East Natural Gas Pipeline – Members discussed the 10/7 meeting with the Delaware 
Riverkeeper, Mike Pisauro from Stonybrook Millstone Watershed, Mayor George Fisher and interested 
residents. The need for communities to band together was stressed. Members discussed aspects of the 
pipeline, its construction, possible pollution, accidents and the questionable need for the pipeline.  
Cathy will send additional information to the members. 

 
Open to members for further discussion.  No discussion. 
 
Opportunity for public comment – No members of the public were present. 
 
Adjournment - The meeting adjourned at 9:12 pm. 
 
Minutes prepared by C. Urbanski. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


