
Finance Committee Minutes – 9/11/14 

 

Present: Beaumont, Malek, Hoyer, Shute, Hamtil, Little, Fisher 

Absent: Bergenfeld 

Other: 

  

Minutes of 7/16/14: The July meeting was cancelled due to lack of quorum 

 

OLD BUSINESS  

 

DPW/Firehouse/Police: 

Mayor Fisher gave an update on the new emergency generator for the Firehouse.  The generator 

will cost about $50K and another $30K to install.  The gas service line will be installed by 

Elizabethtown gas at no charge.  All costs are covered by a grant. 

 

  

 

Township Capital Spending: 

 

 Rocktown Road Grant: 

The municipal matching funds required for this resurfacing project have been previously 

approved and the project is waiting for the engineer to begin.  Financial details will be 

provided later. 

 

 DPW Equipment: 

Malek led a discussion of the bids received for the dump truck.  The bidders are 

Brown’s Hunterdon International ($144K), Buck’s County International ($136.5K), and 

Opdyke’s Sales and Service ($144.5K).  Since all bids were close and Opdyke’s was the 

only bidder to meet all specs they Opdyke’s is the recommended vendor for the truck. 

 

 

 Open Space Projects:  

Shute distributed a spreadsheet of the current Open Space Budget including funding 

levels in various Grants and the Open Space Trust.  It is recommended that as part of the 

current debt refinancing process, the Twp. Comm. consider using $400K from the OS 

Trust to pay down some of the outstanding debt. 

 

 

School Regionalization Tax Solution: 

The Local Finance Board refused the township request to correct the tax bills, but they did 

approve the borrowing of the funds.  Phoenix Advisors is working with the CFO and the Bond 

Council on this issue.  The rates estimated by Phoenix are 2.5% for the taxable school bonds and 

2.0% for the tax exempt open space bonds. 

 

 

 

 

 

JCP&L WAT substation upgrade increase in state aid: 

No update 

 

 

 



Proposed Penn East Pipeline: 

Hamtil distributed maps depicting the proposed route, which approximately parallels Cty. Rt. 601 

through West Amwell.  FERC is the  regulatory body for the project and their  approval authority 

supercedes all local and state regulations.  A discussion of possible alternative routes, including 

the D&R canal towpath and the N-S powerline easement were discussed.  There are technical 

problems with the powerline solution but they can be overcome.  Penneast Reps are scheduled to 

attend the Twp. Comm. meeting on Oct 22. 

 

 

Township Property Use (SHREC): 

Swan Creek Energy has been purchased by Solops, a large solar energy company.  The project is 

expected to finally move forward. 

 

 

Commercial Zones (Quik Chek sign): 

Quik Chek has asked the Township to consider changing the Ordinance prohibiting illuminated 

signs.  The consensus was that given the location on Rt. 31 and limited commercial ratepayers in  

West Amwell the Township should try to accommodate Quik Chek if at all feasible. 

 

 

Expansion of Township Committee: 

There will be a Referendum on the November ballot asking if the Township Committee should be 

expanded from 3 to 5 members.  After some discussion there was no clear consensus on the 

Committee 

 

 

Next meeting:  

October 15 

 

Submitted by Hal Shute 10/15/14 


