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The regular meeting of the Open Space Advisory Committee was called to order at 7:36 p.m.  by Mr. 
Shute. Present for this meeting were the following Committee members: Marla Ashton, George 
Fisher, Jamie Kamph, Dan Malek, Vice Chair Hal Shute, and Cathy Urbanski. Board Secretary, 
Christine Rosikiewicz, was also present. Committee Chair John Cronce and Rich Schaible were 
absent.  

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 
There was no public present.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

July 8, 2014:  Ms. Urbanski made a motion to approve the minutes with on typographical 
correction on page 1.  Mr. Malek seconded the motion. All were in favor; the motion passed 
via roll call vote.  

OLD BUSINESS 

Green Acres Projects 

Halper: Mr. Shute sent an e-mail to Pam Thier, the Green Acres representative; he is awaiting a 
reply.  

Hewitt Park Expansion: Mr. Shute reported that progress is being made. A contract has been signed. 
An appraisal was received for $80,000; this needs to be certified by Green Acres. The Township is 
acquiring it for $23,000. The title work has been received. The environmental assessment and 
survey contractors have started. October 1st is the closing date.  

Galloway: Ms. Kamph reported that there is interest in the stream front. The property owner would 
consider $90,000. This property is approximately seven acres of unusable stream corridor. There is 
a cinderblock building on the edge of it. There was a discussion on the price of the property and a 
possible plan of action. This item will be tabled until October.  

Farmland Preservation Projects 

Toll North: Mr. Shute reported that this property is under contract. Toll is conducting its own 
survey; they are looking to move forward.  

Lambert: This application is still with the SADC.  

Zigenfuss: Mr. Shute referred to the previous meeting's minutes.  

Other: 

Easements Inspections: Ms. Urbanski presented a binder to the Committee that she created which 
documents Township easements and includes photographs and maps. The Committee commented 
favorably on the binder and thanked Ms. Urbanski for her work on this project. She presented a 
second binder to Township Committee.  

Trails: Mr. Shute, Mr. Malek, Ms. Kamph, and Mr. Fisher hiked along the Pryde Brown Trail and 
informal trails at the Alexauken Creek wildlife life area. They considered Alan Hershey's request 
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that the Open Space Advisory Committee maintain these trails. Mr. Shute explained that the Pryde 
Brown Trail has minor issues due to not being used enough. It was noted that this trail is hard to 
find as the access is vague. There are wine berries and multiflora rose on the trail. 

 Mr. Shute asked the Committee's feelings on working with Mr. Hershey and D&R Greenway on this 
project.  Ms. Urbanski noted the need to control invasives. Mr. Hershey would like a commitment 
from a local group to maintain the trail before building it. Ms. Urbanski felt the trail was already 
working well. Mr. Shute said the trail may just need to be marked. Ms. Kamph said stewardship 
should be looked at in the contracts. 

The Committee discussed maintenance of the trail. Mr. Shute explained that a crew would go in 
twice a year and clear cut six feet noting that this is a "big job".  

Mr. Fisher suggested information be posted on the Township website to determine if there is any 
interested volunteers. Ms. Urbanski inquired about liability.  Mr. Malek commented on the small 
number of people walking the trail.  

Mr. Shute said the Open Space Advisory  Committee can't support the trail once it is complete.  Mr. 
Fisher suggested Mr. Hershey may have suggestions of clubs who may be interested in maintaining 
the trails. Mr. Shute suggested the same group create and maintain the trails rather than two 
separate groups.  

PIG Review: Mr. Shute will talk to all the farm owners on the target list. The PIG application has to 
be completed by the end of the year. He reported that the Fozman farm was sold. 

By Laws: Ms. Kamph and Ms. Urbanski have reviewed the Committee's by-laws.  The by-laws 
previously stated the secretary must be a member of the Committee; a change was made to allow a 
paid secretary. The ethical standards were changed. It was noted that the East Amwell Farmland 
and Open Space Preservation Committee does not have ethical standards. Advisory boards do not 
have to adhere to the standards. The standards was condensed to one sentence. Mr. Shute read the 
proposed change to the ethical standards from the By-Laws: 

"Members of the Committee shall recuse themselves from discussions, negotiations, and votes related 
to the acquisition/preservation of a property when they, members of their immediate family, or 
business organizations in which they or members of their immediate family have an interest, own 
property which is within 200 feet of the proposed property for acquisition/preservation. " 

The Committee discussed this proposed change and agreed to eliminate Article VII,  Ethical 
Standards. It was explained that Open Space is an advisory committee and can only recommend 
these changes. A decision on the changes will be made by Township Committee.   

Mr. Shute asked if there were any other proposed changes.  

Ms. Kamph made a motion to approved the elimination of article VIII. Ms. O'Brien seconded 
the motion. All were in favor; the motion passed.  

Township Property - Hay: Ms. Urbanski has a statement from the Environmental Commission. A 
joint letter will be sent to Township Committee from the Environmental Commission and Open 
Space Advisory Committee. Ms. Urbanski read from the letter as follows: 
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" At the request of the Open Space Committee, the Environmental Commission discussed the 
use of the acreage currently being farmed on the municipal property with regard to hayfield 
vs. crop land. 

The Commission would encourage the township to maintain the acreage in as natural an 
environment as possible and would recommend a permanent cover in hay for the following 
reasons: 

1. The headwaters and associated wetlands of the category one Alexauken Creek are 

located down slope of the farmed field.  Hay does not usually require herbicide 

application while cropland does.  Reducing possible contamination of the Creek with 

runoff from the field would be environmentally sound. 

2. Hayfields do not require any form of deer control.  While deer may browse on hay, the 

damage is usually very minimal.  Field crops such as corn and soybeans are much loved 

by deer and they can do extensive damage. 

3. Hayfields can provide nesting habitat for grassland birds.  The Commission would 

recommend that the fields be first cut after July 15 to allow grassland birds their best 

chance of nesting success. 

4. Hayfields are aesthetically pleasing and are very gentle to the environment, enhancing 

soil organic matter and carbon storage. 

The Commission does not feel that the best use of municipal land should be a for-profit 
commercial operation, but that it should be maintained in a natural and environmentally 
friendly grassland state. " 

Mr. Malek commented that the field has been in hay for the past ten years; it is working 
well and the field looks good.  Ms. Ashton inquired if there were enough farmers to 
maintain the field. It was noted that most farmers grow hay.  

Ms. Urbanski will forward the letter to Township Committee.  

Hunting Program: Mr. Malek said there was a request from the Amwell Outdoors Club to 
have the option for  hunters to go from property to property on the three parcels the club 
has in the hunting program. Mr. Malek did not anticipate a problem with this and noted 
that the hunters are all already approved by the Township and the club members 
communicate with one another. The deadline has passed to add all members to each parcel. 
Mr. Fisher suggested this be tried on a trial basis. Mr. Malek noted there is no restriction to 
the number of hunters on each parcel and that this will help with deer management. He will 
draw something up for permission for the hunters to do this and consult with the clerk.  

Budget: Mr. Shute provided the Committee with budget sheets and went over them. There 
is $116,000 available from Green Acres and 1.25 million in PIG grants. The Open Space 
Trust has $289,000 of tax revenue. There is $300,000 in debt service. Other Open Space 
costs include mowing; this should go down as the Toll South property no longer is 
maintained by the Township since it was sold. It was noted that there are still other open 
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space properties to maintain. The property next to Hewitt Park will cost $32,000  ($23,000 
plus soft costs) but most will be reimbursed to the Township. The cost of preserving  the 
Halper farm, Lambert farm and Toll North property were mentioned. The status of SADC 
funding was discussed.  

Website: Ms. Urbanski went over the links she added to the website including a link to the 
County website and NJ Trails in Hunterdon and Mercer Counties website. She also added a 
map.  

NEW BUSINESS 

Holcombe III: Ms. Urbanski provided a map of this property to the Committee. Mr. Shute 
went over the map; the property is at the corner of Mill Rd. and Rt. 179. Block 1 Lot 1 is 
14.4 acres and Block 1 Lot 1.01 is 7 acres. There is a paper road that runs through both lots. 
There is a cell tower, conservation easement, and stream. Mr. Shute said preservation of 
this property would require a lot of work. There is an existing farmhouse that will remain. 
Mr. Shute believed the paper road should be removed before preserving the property and 
that the Planning Board would need to make a recommendation.  

This property will be tabled until October.  

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

Mr. Sean Pfeifer commented that he has not seen an appraisal yet on Toll. Mr. Shute said it 
was for $8900 an acre. He referenced the proposed pipe line on Mount Airy Harbor Road 
and asked if that will factor into land values.  

Mr. Pfeifer spoke of the By-Laws being reviewed by multiple attorneys to protect the 
Committee and Township against litigation noting Committee members could be 
personally held liable. Ms. Urbanski and Mr. Pfeifer exchanged comments on the ethical 
standards. Mr. Shute said the By-Laws will be submitted to Township Committee for 
approval.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION -RESOLUTION TO ENTER EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR CONTRACT 
NEGOTIONS/FULPER 

***************************************************************************************** 

RESOLUTION #1-2014 

WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 123, P.L. 1975, permits the 
exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances, and 

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Open Space Advisory Committee of West 
Amwell 
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Township, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

1. The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the hereinafter specified 
subject matter. 

2. The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed as follows: 

CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS / FULPER FARM 

3. It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public 
when the matter has been resolved. 

4. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

******************************************************************************************* 

A motion was made by Mr. Shute to go into executive session. All were in favor; the 
motion passed.  

Executive session began at 8:58pm. Regular session resumed at 9:16pm. 

Ms. Urbanski made a motion for the Committee to pursue the proposal for Fulper 
and file applications; Ms. O'Brien seconded it. All were in favor; the motion passed.  

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

Mr. Shute advised of a meeting on Friday at the SADC regarding the pipeline; the SADC is seeking 
municipal representatives. The Committee briefly discussed the proposed pipeline.  

ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. Urbanski made a motion, seconded by Ms. Ashton, to adjourn the meeting at 9:20 p.m.   
All were in favor; the motion carried. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
___________________________________ 
Christine A. Rosikiewicz 
Open Space Secretary 
 


