Overflow crowd hears how to fight PennEast plan for 'virgin' gas pipeline
[image: PennEast pipeline.jpg]
The proposed route for the newly announced PennEast natural gas pipeline is highlighted in green on this map. (Courtesy of PennEast Pipeline)
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LAMBERTVILLE — There's strength in numbers and recent court rulings will help residents opposed to a natural gas pipeline proposed to cut a wide "virgin" path along the entire western edge of the county, environmental groups and other opponents told an overflow crowd on Sept. 15.
The meeting organized by NJ Sierra Club and the Delaware Riverkeeper Network was attended by hundreds of residents from both side of the Delaware River, including some who have received notice that their property is in PennEast's sights.
Karen Feridun, founder of Berks Gas Truth, directed residents to an opposition website and said, "I have never been involved in one of these fights that I've lost. These fights are more winnable than you are led to believe."
She cautioned that her opposition history isn't deep, but said, "If you don't fight you are guaranteed to lose. The huge difference is whether you fight or not."

Organizers handed out petition sheets they hope attendees will fill with signatures from neighbors, debunked some myths they say pipeline company representatives have told homeowners, and urged the crowd to seek help from local officials and legislators.
An aide represented Assemblywoman Bonnie Watson Coleman at the meeting and asked a couple of questions, as did residents.
Cindy Kuenstner of Delaware Township said she was told by a PennEast representative that the pipeline "might go through the corner of my property, and the hay fields behind me."
She got a more detailed map from the township and found "it's slated to go through my septic tank."
Now she doesn't "believe anything they say."
NJ Sierra Club Director Jeff Tittel said that New Jersey has "suddenly become the place everyone wants to bring" natural gas through, largely because of the controversial method of extracting the fossil fuel by "fracking." He said PennEast's is one of 8 natural gas pipelines proposed to traverse the Garden State.
The crowd hear that the gas carried in the line PennEast wants to build could end up compressed as liquid gas that could then be shipped to buyers overseas.
Tittel said the pipeline companies are taking advantage of "the great job so many people have to to preserve open space" in New Jersey, targeting those lands because it's significantly "cheaper to bring it through here."
Linda Farrell, executive director of Pipeline Safety Coalition, said that PennEast's decision to propose a pipeline route through communities where there currently are none, including Delaware and Alexandria townships, increases the chances of a successful opposition, because it would cut though "virgin" land.
"This pipeline is really about our future," said Tittel.
The proposed pipeline would traverse four Pennsylvania counties before crossing the Delaware River at the northwestern tip of Holland Township, dropping south through western Hunterdon County to end in the Hopewell valley.
The U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA) in December said that production of natural gas in the Marcellus region in Pennsylvania and West Virginia was expected to exceed 13 billion cubic feet per day (Bcf/d) that month, more than six times the amount extracted just three years earlier through "hydraulic fracturing," commonly shortened to "fracking."
PennEast spokeswoman Patricia Kornick last month: "This is not fracking; this is construction of a pipeline. This is not about fracking."
Fracking has come under fire because drillers pump large amounts of water, which is mixed with sand and chemicals, to fracture shale around a well, allowing the natural gas to flow free.
Water used in the fracking process must be treated before it is released.
The process of removing natural gas from shale was earlier considered too expensive, but has grown in popularity because of new technology and higher natural gas prices.
Stay with NJ.com for more about the proposed pipeline.
Renee Kiriluk-Hill may be reached at rkhill@hcdemocrat.com. Follow her on Twitter @ReneKirilukHill. Find The Hunterdon County Democrat on Facebook.
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