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	The history of this country during the American Revolutionary War period tends to be most written about and studied in the context of the battles which were waged in a linear manner.  Next, the body of works focuses on the key figures; specifically the generals and officers and the roles they played in these key battles.  Little skirmishes and the events leading up to and the aftermath of these battles are in the main not intensively explored.  Next, the political side of the house seems to garner much scholarship as again, the leaders are involved in this arena in some measure.
	On the other side of the coin are the socio-economic realities that directly affected the lives of the ordinary people, those who were there as the war raged about them.  These were the people who provided the fuel for the cause and to do so they still needed to conduct their daily lives, routines and just plain make a living.  This book is about a road where the Period of Significance is the latter part of the year 1776 to the end of 1778.  This road is the conveyance for all in the Delaware River valley surrounding the ferry crossing at Coryell’s who used it to make a living, travel, communicate and be in touch with the greater world outside.  One could travel from Philadelphia to the west and New York and points east by employing this major ferry crossing.  It was the route out of the floodplain to Hunterdon County’s capital Trenton; further, it allowed commerce to flourish as it led to the New Market the largest trading area in the area north of Trenton.  This road then made Hunterdon County the wealthiest colony in the Jerseys in the eighteenth century with twenty percent of the county living along the banks of the Delaware in the township known as the Amwells and the river crossing Coryell’s Ferry.  
	However, this Period of Significance could not have taken place if not for the socio-economic value that was able to platform from this road built as early as 1741.  The road continues to be referenced as late as 1872 in those primary documents from the township and county which serve to illuminate its path.  Still today you must travel in a parallel line on a modern Route 518 to get out of what is now Lambertville if you wish to head east.   
	The value of distilled spirits and the wealth it brought to the development of this early area of New Jersey and its economy is chronicled herein.  Lastly, it cannot be forgotten that the road that brought so much wealth to Coryell’s shores also brought it the Revolution.
*note:  both the abbreviated article with the same title as the book The Road Along the Rocks which was printed in The Official Commemorative Magazine of the Tricentennial Hunterdon County 300 and this book The Road Along the Rocks 1758 “The Bungtown Road” will be used in the documentation process for the inclusion of this historic road in the National Historic Landmark program.


1

