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Regarding: PennEast Pipeline Docket #PF15-1

The New Jersey Natural Heritage Program

“As New Jersey continues to experience industrial and economic growth, it is imperative that
we take steps to ensure that remaining areas of natural significance be preserved for their
resource potential, their educational and research use, and their aesthetic and cultural values
for present and future generations. As we become more aware of our dependence on our
natural environment for our well-being and ultimate survival, we must answer one question:
how can we best preserve our irreplaceable natural heritage.

The New Jersey Natural Heritage Program identifies the state's most significant natural areas
through a comprehensive inventory of rare plant and animal species and representative
ecological communities. From the inventory, the Natural Heritage Database compiles
information on the distribution, biology, status, and preservation needs of these species and
communities”. (NJDEP)

The Natural Heritage Priority Sites Coverage was created to identify critically important areas to
conserve New Jersey's biological diversity, with particular emphasis on rare plant species and
ecological communities.

“Using the Natural Heritage Database, the Office of Natural Lands Management (ONLM) has
identified 343 Natural Heritage Priority Sites, representing some of the best remaining habitat
for rare species and rare ecological communities in the state. These areas should be considered
to be top priorities for the preservation of biological diversity in New Jersey. If these sites
become degraded or destroyed, we may lose some of the unique components of our natural
heritage.” (NJDEP).

Goat Hill has been designated as a Natural Heritage Priority Site. Goat Hill is the
westernmost boundary of the Sourland Mountain. It is a steep, woody diabase
hillside and the site contains three state endangered plant species (NJDEP). Any




disturbance to the natural environment of this area should be absolutely
prohibited. See map, below.

The PennEast preferred alternate route comes dangerously close and actually crosses this
Natural Heritage Priority site. Any altercation to this site, whether from pipeline construction,
the noxious gasses emanating continuously from the pipeline, possible explosions, or herbicide
use, would pose a serious problem to the endangered plants. This area is a priority site for a
very good reason.

We request that FERC choose the pipeline option of “no build” in order to preserve our critical
ecological and rare communities and our fragile natural environment.

George Fisher, Mayor, West Amwell Township

Cathy Urbanski, Environmental Commission Chair, West Amwell Township.
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